
 

 

       

THE COTSWOLD SCHOOL A LEVEL RESULTS 2017 

 
Examination results achieved by students at The Cotswold School have once again been Outstanding, with  41% of 

all A Level grades awarded at A* or A and 67% of all A Level grades awarded at A*, A or B.  

 

There has been another significant increase in the proportion of A*s, with 20% of grades being at this top A* mark. 

The proportion of grades at A*-C is an impressive 90%.  Twenty-one of the 114 Cotswold School students achieved 

three or more A*s or As. Further highlights include one student receiving 5 A*s, one student receiving 4 A*s and 

three students receiving 3 A*s. These figures build on the strong performance seen over the past five years. 

  

Will Morgan, Principal comments, “I am absolutely delighted to see the further increase in A* grades achieved at 

The Cotswold School. It’s a phenomenal result that 20% of all grades are at A* and a testament to the standards set 

by all those involved in these results. I am extremely proud of the staff and the students who have made this another 

record year for our School. We are now delighted for these students and their families as these results will open some 

very exciting doors now and in the future.” 

  

Phil White, Deputy Principal and Head of Sixth Form continues, “These are wonderful results.  Every student has 

passed all of their examinations and to see 90% of all grades at A*to C and 41% at A* or A is a huge achievement. It’s 

a real pleasure to see the faces of the students, parents and teachers this morning on our ‘Results Day’. They’ve 

worked extremely hard for these outstanding grades.” 

 

Over half of all the subjects studied are on the new, linear A Level curriculum which appear to be all the more 

challenging examinations. Five students are heading to Oxbridge and around half of all students will further their 

studies at Russell Group universities. Coupled with some excellent apprenticeship offers and gap year experiences, 

The Cotswold School students can all look forward to exciting years ahead.  Also of note is the diverse range of 

subjects that the students will go on to study, a testament to the wide-ranging curriculum being taught to a high 

standard which clearly demonstrates the commitment and professionalism of all the teaching staff and students.  

 

Phil White concludes, “Students don’t just achieve high grades without having to overcome plenty of challenges 

along the way. These young people can now look forward to beginning their university courses and careers. The 

Cotswold School has given them a superb educational start in life.” 

  

Individual highlights include: 
  

Alex Barter scored an impressive 597/600 in his A* Mathematics, with two further  A*s in Further Mathematics 
and Physics, to add to his accolade of winning the National Cipher Challenge, a highly-regarded competition run 
annually by the University of Southampton. He gained an A in Chemistry at AS Level. He will now study 
Mathematics at Warwick University.    
 
Kyla Bentinck-Hinton will study Biochemistry at Brasenose College, Oxford University, following her A* results in 
Chemistry and Biology and her grade A in both Spanish and Mathematics. She achieved grade A in AS Level 
French. She also won silver in the 2017 National Biology Olympiad, putting her in the top 16% of students.  
Kyla comments, "It's such a build-up to receiving this offer, so it's a relief that all the hard-work has paid off! 
Studying Biochemistry at Oxford will link my current subjects of Biology and Chemistry to give me a greater depth 
of understanding." 



 

Emily Coleman has received richly deserved three A* results in English Language and English Literature and with 
her third awarded for her EPQ on her chosen subject “Who is the most influential female poet of the Victorian 
era: Christina Rossetti or Elizabeth Barrett-Browning?” Emily explored the position of women as depicted in their 
poetry, concluding that EBB’s influence was perhaps the greater as her poetry was less based in fantasy and 
more concerned with the explicit address of political and social constraints on women. She has been a keen 
member of the School Literary Society and also completed an online course on the text and performance in the 
History of Othello. Emily also gained grade A in A level Geography and a B in AS level Statistics. She is destined to 
study English at Exeter University. 

 
Charlotte Edwards scored over 97% in her Mathematics A* and received well-deserved A* results in Biology and 
Chemistry. In addition, she gained an A in AS Psychology. She is planning to take a gap year with work experience 
in the medical sector, as part of Gap Medics, before applying to study Medicine in 2018.   
 
Henry Eve has received two A*s in Business and History and a grade A in Geography. He also gained a B in AS 
level Physical Education. As well as playing football for The Cotswold School 1st XI he also enjoyed attending a 
series of lectures at the Royal Geographical Society in London and will take this interest onto Exeter University to 
study Geography.    
 
Theo Godfrey has gained a high score in all of his four A* grades in Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics 
and Chemistry and will study Engineering at Brasenose College at Oxford University. A keen competitor, Theo 
gained Gold in the UK Mathematics Challenges and entered numerous STEM competitions, for example those 
run at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory near Didcot. Theo was part of The Cotswold School-led trip to Borneo 
in 2016. Theo summarises, “It’s nice to think that with the School’s support and help, all my hard work over the 
year has more than paid off.” 
 
Iain MacKay has received a significant two A* results in Physics and Mathematics and a B in Geography. He is off 
to University in Canada.  
 
Joe Salf, our highly popular, outgoing Head Boy has gained the highest achievement of 5 A*s in Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics and French as well as a top grade in AS Italian. He also received an A* for his Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) on “Clinical complications of Zika: what are they; what causes them; and which is the 
bigger concern?” Following the outbreak of the Zika virus and the World Health Organization’s declaration that it 
was a public health emergency of international concern in 2016, Joe examined the history of the virus and its 
clinical manifestations.  Joe comments, “It's exciting and rewarding to have received these qualifications and to 
be able to read Medicine at Somerville College, Oxford. Choosing this particular course, combines a broad 
spectrum of training with an in-depth scientific approach and I look forward to taking part in research 
opportunities during my degree." In addition, over the last two academic years, Joe has volunteered at hospitals 
and has visited China and Borneo as part of The Cotswold School’s varied trips programme. He will study 
Medicine at Somerville College, at The University of Oxford. 
 
Charlie Sandles has received two A*s in Textiles and History and an A in English Literature.  As part of her History 
studies she took part in our trip to Berlin and Krakow and will head to University College London to study 
History. 
 
Sophie Taylor has gained a well-deserved A* in Geography where her combined A2 score exams is 100%. She 
has also gained As in Chemistry and Spanish and an A* in her EPQ on “Should we name a new epoch – the 
Anthropocene – based on how humans have changed the earth?” The impact of humans on the earth is the 
focus of Sophie’s research and her conclusion is that we do need to name this new epoch the Anthropocene as 
humans have managed, within a short space of time, to transform the surface and atmosphere of the planet. 
In the summer of 2016, Sophie worked at the Oxford National History Museum Research Laboratories studying 
microfossils. She participated brilliantly in the mock United Nations Climate Change Conference and also took 
part in the School’s trip to Iceland. She also gained a grade A in AS level Biology. She is destined to study 
Geography at Worcester College, Oxford University.   
 

Congratulations to all of our students for their richly-deserved achievements. 


