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Level 3 Foundation Technical Level 
 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
This two year course is ideal for students who prefer to study IT in ways that are practical and relevant 
to the IT sector. 
 
This qualification is not just about being able to use computers. Employers need people who are able 
to set up and maintain computer network systems. This qualification is designed to give  students a 
range of specialist knowledge and transferable skills in the context of applied IT,  providing them with 
the fundamental abilities to enter an apprenticeship, move  
directly into employment, or attend university. 
 

Assessment: 

The course, equivalent to one full A Level, consists of 4 units with two 2 hour examinations of multiple 
choice and short answer questions making up 50% of the marks and two practical, internally assessed 
units making up the remaining 50%, focusing on hardware, upgrading software and problem solving.  
The units are awarded Pass, Merit and Distinction. The overall qualification carries UCAS points, 
where Distinction* is equivalent to A* at A level, Distinction is worth the same as grade A at A level, 
Merit equating to a grade C, and Pass an E.   
 
The topics covered include: 
 
 Components of a computer system 
 Types of software 
 Security 
 Data Communication 
 Network types & topologies 
 Protocols 
 Communications media 
 IT technical support 
 Social media  
 Software for business 
 Setting up hardware & network systems 
 Installing and updating software 
 Communication skills 
 
The highly practical nature of this course means that successful students will demonstrate considerable 
commitment, organisation and time management skills. 
 

Careers and Study Progression: 
Students of this practical IT diploma can explore their career and education options through 
apprenticeships as well as higher education. Degrees can be pursued in IT, Computer Science,  
Software Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, and Robotics, or may be combined with other subjects to 
support studies in, for example, Architecture and Engineering. Careers abound in a variety of fields  
including systems analysis, network management, web      development, software engineering, cyber 
security, app development and media.  IT is used   globally in all sectors of industry and commerce; as 
a result, students of  IT enjoy some of the highest levels of employment.  


