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Welcome to the fourteenth edition of the  
Cotswold School Opportunities Newsletter.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The aim is to celebrate and advertise some of the many learning opportunities  in which you 
may wish to get involved.  We hope that a few things might take your interest and spark 
some thinking and discovery.  Enjoy! 

April 2019 

History 

 Link:   Run the Deep 

Fact or Fiction? 

Recently there was controversy over the historical accuracy in the 2018 film 

release of Mary Queen of Scots.  “Mary, Queen of Scots film 

‘problematic’ says historian” - BBC News, June, 2018.  Click on the link to 

read the article:  BBC News article, Mary Queen of Scots 

So, Mr Edwards (history), challenges you to ‘have a go’ at this 

‘opportunity’: 

“You have been asked to design a film by a rich Hollywood agent.  He wants 

it to be an historical   movie, but also wants to make lots of money!  You are to be his historical       

advisor.   

Give an outline of the plot you would use, and any changes you would make to the actual historical 

events to ensure you make a blockbuster.  You can use a picture, poster, or a storyboard to show 

your ideas.  You could even produce a scene or trailer on video!  You decide if it’s to be spot on     

accurate or whether its going to twist the history to sell more tickets.  You can do this 

about an event we have recently studied, or something from any other time period. 

Science 

Sky is challenging you (students aged 11-16) to 

express your views on the state of our oceans.   

‘Use your creativity and communication skills to write 

a blog to shine a spotlight on the issues affecting 

ocean health and spread the message about the  

importance of protecting our oceans… and           

encourage others to #PassOnPlastic ‘ 

You can find more information on how to enter, 

along with the entry form, at the end of this 

Newsletter. 

https://runtothedeep.com/?utm_source=British%20Science%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=9209028_Copy%20of%20British%20Science%20Association%20Newsletter%20%7C%20Feb%202018&dm_i=1SS9,5HDQC,PL5B4J,L93IM,1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-44951930
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Continued 

Library/English,  

 

Something to make you 

question... 

Here is a squeaky PBE              

conundrum from            

Mrs Holland: 

If a pig could 

speak, would 

you eat it? 

PBE 
The Smallpeice Trust is all about inspiring and supporting young 

engineers in the making who are daring enough to imagine. With 

our STEM Days and Think Kits we give teachers the tools they need to 

bring engineering to life at school for Year 8-12 students.  

“We also send out information about courses run by the Smallpeice 

Trust whenever we find out about them. Students  can go on resi-

dential courses and study a range of different things such as robot-

ics and engineering.”  Mr J.Lord—ICT 

Please click on the link below for more information on the opportunities 

this Trust offers: 

 

Smallpeice - computing opportunities 

The National annual CILIP Carnegie Medal’s 

eight shortlisted books have been announced! 

They are: Bone Talk by Candy Gourlay, A Skinful of 

Shadows by Frances Hardinge, The Land of 

Neverendings by Kate Saunders, Long Way Down 

by Jason Reynolds, Rebound by Kwame Alexander, The House 

with Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson, Things a Bright Girl 

Can Do by Sally Nicholls and The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 

The CILIP Carnegie Medal Award is the most prestigious      

national award given for Children’s and Young Adult fiction. 

 

Why not take part in ‘shadowing’ the award by reading 

one, two, or even all eight shortlisted books?!!   Pick up a Carnegie 

Medal passport, from the Library or English department to have a 

chance of being entered into a prize draw to win a £20.00 Amazon 

token. 

Vote for which book YOU think will win—official winner is       

announced on the 18th June, 2019. 

For more information, click here: Carnegie Medal shortlist 2019 

ICT/STEM 

There is also an award given  

by Amnesty International to 

one of the 8 Carnegie shortlist-

ed books that best         

demonstrates 

the theme of 

‘Human Rights’ 

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/parents/
https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie-current-shortlist.php
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Continued 

Take part in the ALCS CKG 2019 writing   

competition by writing a diary entry from the 

point of view of your favourite book character.  There are fantastic 

prizes for the winning entry—  click below for more details:                                                 

ALCS CKG 2019 writing competition 

Our School’s Carnegie ‘shadowing’ name is: Cotswold School     

Entries should be submitted by 31st May, 2019. 

 

TWO WRITING COMPETITIONS FOR YOU TO ENTER: 

English 

Write a 100 word short story: 

‘The unthinkable has happened—it has almost 

eliminated the entire human race.  Will the survivors manage to build up   

resistance or will too many become infected, changing the world forever…` 
This is just one contamination themed story starter to get you going or inspire 

you. 

For more inspiration and entry details, click on the link Mission Contamination writing 

competition 

Interested in playing Rugby? 

Gloucester Rugby Camps have organised several sessions:  

From 08/04/2019 to 12/04/2019, at Sir Thomas Rich's Sports Centre - 8 to 14 years old. 

From 15/04/2019 to 16/04/2019, at Beaufort School - 8 to 13 years old. 

Click here for more information, and to book: Gloucester Rugby Camps 

https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/competitions.php
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/mission-contamination/landing-page.php
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/mission-contamination/landing-page.php
https://www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk/rugby-camps
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Things to Do and See in the Easter Holidays & Beyond...  

Continued 

To celebrate the Greystones Farm Nature reserve’s’ ancient heritage over 

some 6,000 years, a celebration of the Beltane Festival is happening at Greystones, 

Bourton on the Water. 

Beltane is an ancient festival that marks the beginning of summer.  Activities will 

include: the burning of the Wickerman, Iron Age cooking, Iron Age blacksmithing, 

weaving and spinning demonstrations, falconry and music—When?  Saturday, 27th April, 2019— please 

click on the link for more details and to book:  Beltane festival at Greystones 

At Everyman Theatre: Ian McKellen, on stage with Tolkien, 
Shakespeare, Others and You—7th and 8th of May - for more    
details and to book: Ian McKellen on stage with... 

 

English Touring Opera present a season of Kings and 
Queens—30th April and 3rd of May 

‘In the battle for love, loyalty and power with each opera featuring a large 
chorus and live orchestra.’  Macbeth - A tale of politics and power, Verdi’s Macbeth will be performed 
by the English Touring Opera in Cheltenham this spring.  For more details and to book, click on the 
link: English Touring Opera 

 

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford—”a superb museum, well worth a visit, and apart from the ‘special’        
exhibition/s it is free too!”  - Mrs Williams 

Jeff Koon’s exhibition—16th March to 9th June, 2019 

‘Jeff Koons has been called the world’s most famous, controversial 
and subversive living artist, and in 2019 he’s coming to the world’s 
oldest public museum.’ 

This major exhibition offers an exciting journey through a career that has 
pushed at the boundaries of contemporary art. From the moment he burst onto the scene with floating bas-
ket balls and ready-made objects to his recent re-working of classical statues and Old Master paintings, Jeff 
Koons has, at turns, delighted, shocked and intrigued his viewers.` For more information and to book     
tickets, please click on the link: Jeff Koons 

Free exhibition: Developed in collaboration with Oxford’s world-renowned Mathematical In-
stitute, ‘this exhibition invites visitors to explore what it means to move in one, two, three and more dimen-
sions. Using stunning Islamic ceramics, prehistoric carvings and renaissance prints alongside virtual reality 
technology, embark on a journey of discovery from ancient cultures into cutting-edge science.’ 

For more details, click on the link: Oxford Mathematical Institute 

 

British Library—Exhibition: ‘Writing, Making Your Mark’ - 26th April to 27th   
August, 2019 

‘Follow the remarkable evolution of writing from ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs carved 
in stone and early printed text such as William Caxton’s edition of The Canterbury 
Tales, to the art of note taking by some of history’s greatest minds, and onwards to 

the digital    communication tools we use today.’  Click here for more information: Writ-
ing, Making Your Mark 

https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2019-04-27-beltane-festival
https://www.everymantheatre.org.uk/m-shows/ian-mckellen-on-stage-with-tolkien-shakespeare-others-and-you/
https://www.everymantheatre.org.uk/m-shows/eto-mozart-idomeneo/
https://www.ashmolean.org/jeffkoons
https://www.ashmolean.org/event/dimensions-the-mathematics-of-symmetry-and-space
https://www.bl.uk/events/writing-making-your-mark
https://www.bl.uk/events/writing-making-your-mark
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