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The aim is to celebrate and advertise some of the many learning opportunities  in which you 
may wish to get involved.  We hope that a few things might take your interest and spark 
some thinking and discovery.  Enjoy! 

Welcome to the fifteenth edition of the  
Cotswold School Opportunities Newsletter.   

May, 2019 

There are lots of FREE drop in activities too,          

including the GCHQ Cyber Zone 

‘Step into a fascinating digital world… Come into the 

GCHQ Cyber Zone and see what it’s like to be a code 

cracker, ethical hacker and cyber security expert.  Escape to cyber space 

using our virtual reality headsets and try your hand at coding, solving 

puzzles and gaming.’   

Click here for dates and times: GCHQ and free activities 

A Very Short Introduction To….Black Holes 

‘The mysterious nature of black holes and their ability to 

steal material as they grow have puzzled and  fascinated 

scientists for decades.  Katherine Blundell uncovers what 

Black Holes really are, how they are characterized and 

discovered, and what would happen to you if you ever 

came to close to one.’ 

Click here for more                 

information: Black Holes 

4th to 9th of June, 2019  

Click here for more information: 

Cheltenham Science Festival 

Science 

The first photograph ever 

taken of a black hole 

To celebrate the International year of the Periodic table and 

150 years since the first periodic table was created, the UK 

Chemical Industry is running a competition. Details on how to 

enter can be found by clicking on the link below and referring to 

the posters at the end of this newsletter—closing date for entries 

is: 12th June, 2019. 

Periodic table - Competition  

What is Spaghettification? 

https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/science/about/what-can-i-do-for-free/
https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/science/whats-on/2019/a-very-short-introduction-to-black-holes/
https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/science
https://www.cia.org.uk/Future-Forum/IYPT-Schools-Competition
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Continued 

The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are the 
UK's oldest and most prestigious children's book 
awards.  
as
children's literature.

The

ans for an outstanding book written in English for children 

and young people.

         Halima Aden has become the first person         
 to do what?   Click on the link to find out more: Halima Aden 

 

     What TWO important religious buildings caught fire in April 2019 on the 
same night? 

 

This year, the Jewish festival of Passover, or Pesach, 
as it is known in Hebrew, started on Friday 19 
April. What does it remember and how is it celebrated? 

 

What is remembered on Easter Sunday (by Christians) and what  
awful tragic even happened this year on that day? 

 

Why might our Muslim students and friends be going thirsty and   
hungry from May the 5

th
 onward for a month? What is happening? Why is 

this happening? What do they remember? 

 

Vaisakhi in the Sikh (calendar) occurred on 

April 14
th
 this year. What does it remember,                        

     and how?  

Mrs Holland asks... 

PBE/English 

Mr Hamilton suggests watching a series of films: ‘Do all  ——— think the 

same?’     

The series of films explore ideas on gender, race, age, religion and ethnicity.     

Click here to take you to the video:  'Do all Christians think the same?' 

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=subnDRCwaqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQHMB7V9LtE
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Continued 

Why Not Read…... 

History 

English/Library 

Mrs Smith reviews Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson—Chicken Legs is one 

of the eight shortlisted Carnegie Medal Award books. 

‘I like fairy tales but don't generally read them unless they are to 
my children. 'The House with Chicken Legs' was so well written 
that I wanted to find out what       happened to the main character, 
Marinka. She struggled with her role, caring for the dead, and 
helping them over to the other side. I would normally find this idea 
a bit strange and uncomfortable, but the characterisation was so 
good, I wanted to find out if Marinka could cope with her job.                         

  A really interesting read and one that all  ages can enjoy’. 

Join in and read one or all of the eight Carnegie Medal 
shortlisted titles and let us know what you think about them, 
by recording your comments in the ‘Carnegie Medal Reading Passport’ (available 
from the library or the English department). Vote for your winner too! 

By taking part you will also be entered for the chance to win a £20.00 Amazon 
voucher. 

The Official Carnegie Medal winner will be announced on Tuesday 18th June, 2019 

Click on the link for more information about the Award and shortlisted books: Carnegie Medal 
Award 2019 

Author,Sophie Anderson 

‘The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is now open! This 
year's judges Raymond Antrobus and Jackie Kay cannot wait to read 
your poems. It is free to enter to anyone in the world aged 11-17 years 
old to enter! Deadline 31 July 2019. Good luck’. 

For more information about other competitions and projects The Poetry 
Society deliver please call 02074209880. Or click the link below:  

Foyle Young Poets competition 

Thanks to funding from the Foyle Foundation the competition remains     
completely free to enter and we are able to offer a wide range of prizes,    
opportunities and resources.  

‘Winners receive amazing prizes including membership of The Poetry    
Society and a stack of poetry goodies. Winners also attend a week-long in-
tensive residential Arvon course, where they develop their creative writing 
skills alongside fellow poets, or benefit from poetry residencies at their 
school or distance-mentoring depending on their age and location’. 

It’s National Suffrage/Local History month! 

KS.3—COMPETITION: The Historical Association is asking you to design 

a poster around the theme ’get involved with democracy’  using the suffrage 

movement as your inspiration, you must make use of the HA Suffrage data-

base: HA Suffrage Database For more information about the competition click on 

the link: Get involved with Democracy competition  Closing date for entries 

is: Friday, 21st June 

Please note all entries must be submitted by your history teacher via the HA website. 

https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/press.php?release=pres_2019_shortlists_announced.html
https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/press.php?release=pres_2019_shortlists_announced.html
tel:02074209880
https://foyleyoungpoets.org/
http://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/foyle-young-poets-of-the-year-award/prizes/
http://poetrysociety.org.uk/membership/
http://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/foyle-young-poets-of-the-year-award/prizes/
https://www.suffrageresources.org.uk/database
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/917/news/3706/poster-competition-right-to-vote?utm_source=The%20Historical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10509377_Secondary%20E-News%20May&dm_i=5NT,69935,N8I6DS,OO8HS,1
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Art 

Continued 

History 

Is empathy an aid or a hindrance to historians?  Discuss! 

Leading historians discuss one of the burning questions of the day.  Click below for the article: 
Is empathy an aid or hindrance to historians?  Article 

 

Try your hand at some historical fiction writing by entering this competition: 
Historical fiction writing competition  Closing date for entries is: 31st May, 
2019 

Longman History today award 2019, 

shortlist: 

The Republic of Arabic Letters: Islam and the 
European Enlightenment by Alexander 
Bevilacqua,  

A World of Empires: The Russian Voyage of 
the Frigate Pallada by Edyta M. Bojanowska,  

Heimat: A German Family Album by Nora Krug 

A Business of State:  Commerce, Politics, and 
the Birth of the East India Company by Rupali 
Mishra 

Our Boys: The Story of a Paratrooper  by    
Helen Parr 

A Cold Welcome: The Little Ice Age 
and Europe's    En-
counter with North  
America by Sam White 

The winner will be          
announced at the        
Longman-History           
Today awards evening 
in the summer, 2019. 

Here are some of the best history books to read at the moment: 

The Wolfson History Prize 2019 shortlist is: 

Building Anglo-Saxon England by John Blair 

Reckonings: Legacies of Nazi Persecution and 

the Quest for Justice by Mary Fulbrook 

Trading in War: London’s Maritime World in the 

Age of Cook and Nelson by Margarette Lincoln 

Birds in the Ancient World: Winged Words by 

Jeremy Mynott 

Oscar: A Life by Matthew Sturgis 

Empress: Queen Victoria and India by Miles   

Taylor 

The winner of the Wolfson History prize will be 

named at a ceremony at Claridge’s Hotel,       

London, on 5th June, 2019 

                   

 

Cheltenham Illustration Awards, 2019 

COMPETITION!  Open to all students, emerging and established  

illustrators, the selected work will be showcased in a touring exhibition 

and published in the 2019 Cheltenham Illustration Awards Annual.   

Closing date is the 1st June, 2019.  Click on the link for more information 

and how to submit your work: Cheltenham Illustration Awards, 2019 

https://www.historytoday.com/archive/head-head/empathy-aid-or-hindrance-historians?utm_source=Weekly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=dd75f1573e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_09_20_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fceec0de95-dd75f1573e-513853&mc_cid=dd75f1573e&mc_eid=6d25
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/531/news/3451/write-your-own-historical-fiction-competition-2019?utm_source=The%20Historical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10509377_Secondary%20E-News%20May&dm_i=5NT,69935,N8I6DS,OO8HS,1
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/building-anglo-saxon-england
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/reckonings
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/reckonings
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/trading-in-war
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/trading-in-war
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/birds-in-the-ancient-world
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/oscar
https://www.wolfsonhistoryprize.org.uk/past-winners/2019-winners/empress
http://www.cheltenham-illustration-awards.com/
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          Science in the Park—Alfresco Family Event, 

29th June, 2019 

Join us for our third fun and exciting day to explore the wonders of science and technology from 

10.30am to 4.30pm.  The event is FREE to attend.  Click the link below for more information:    

Science in the Park - Malvern 

Theatre—Oliver is on at The Everyman     

Theatre, Cheltenham from the 14th to 18th May, 

2019.  Click here for more information: Oliver! 

History Festival - 24th - 30th June 2019, 
Broadchalke, Nr;Salisbury, Wilts. SP5 5DP Open 
9am - 1pm Mon-Fri  Click here for more information: History Festival 

Exhibition: The Wilson Gallery, Cheltenham—The Art of Selling 
Songs:   ‘Music Graphics from the V&A, featuring the likes of The Rolling 
Stones, Madonna, The Supremes and more…’ Click here for more       

details: The Art of Selling Songs 

If you can’t switch that phone off and 

want to increase your revision     

productivity, here are some Apps for 

you: ColdTurkey, Forest, Engross 

Top Revision planner Apps: Exam   

Countdown Lite, My Study Life, Todait a   

revision  planner and procrastination solver.  

GoConqr, XMind, Padlet, Pocket, Audio 

Note 2, Notebloc, Coggle, Quizlet. 

Top GCSE and A-level  subject revision material Apps and         

websites: GCSE 9-1 Scholastic Revision App’, GetRevising, Prime    

Revision, LearnersBox, EduNow, Gojimo, Pocket Maths & Physics, PiXL 

Maths revision App.  

And finally, some stress reliever Apps’ - Fabulous, Grateful, Colorfy and    

Happify. 

Some Apps will be for Apple devices only, and please, CHECK whether 

they are free before downloading. 

Things to Do and See  

Volunteering Opportunities: 

Make a difference this Summer!   

‘Your Public library is now recruiting for Summer Reading Challenge volunteers - library        

volunteering provides young people with opportunities to build their confidence, develop skills and 

make a difference in their local community’. Click link below for more information and how to apply:  

Public Library Volunteer 

For more volunteering opportunities visit: Volunteering Opportunities 

For work experience in your local area, visit Work Finder 

https://www.innovatemalvern.com/science-in-park
https://www.everymantheatre.org.uk/m-shows/oliver-2/
https://cvhf.org.uk/
https://www.cheltenhammuseum.org.uk/whats-on/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/volunteer-in-a-library/volunteer-roles-and-vacancies/
https://do-it.org/
https://www.workfinder.com/
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Please see p.7 for more information 
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