
Supporting your child with GCSE music revision 

Encourage your child to use:  

 GCSE Bitesize to support with all areas of the course. 

 Use the website resource Music First, this explains terms, has tests (factual and listening) 

and core information on our set works. (Go to http://cotswoldmusicfirst.co.uk Login: Your 

surname with a capital letter and the number 1 at the end e.g. Jones1 Password: 

cotswoldmusic) 

 Use Tonesavvy.com and/or musictheory.net to help with all theory requirements (from 

notes on the stave to chord progressions aural practice and melodic dictation.) 

 Baroque: Bach, Handel, Vivaldi 

 Classical: Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven 

 Romantic: Liszt, Mendelssohn, Tchaikovsky, Elgar 

You can use YouTube, Spotify, Sound cloud, itunes or Deezer to search for these composers’ works. 

Short pieces in Binary, Ternary, Rondo, Theme and Variation and Minuet and Trio structures are 

particularly useful. 

Listening practice for all areas of study 

When listening to a piece of music pupils are going to be asked to identify features of each of the 

elements of music. This is then either directly asked about in a one or two mark question: e.g. What 

is the Key of the opening of this piece? OR in more extended questions e.g. Describe the use of 

Melody and Instrumentation throughout this clip. (clips are around 60 – 90 seconds long)  

This is good practice for any piece of music in any style. If they can try to give examples of 3 – 4 

features of each element they can hear this is showing good practice for higher grades.  

Our areas of study are: Classical music structure, Ensembles, Film Music, and Popular music (1950 – 

the present day) 

These are: 

Melody: Describing how the melody moves, ascending, descending, conjunct, Disjunct etc 

Articulation: How the notes are played smooth/detached 

Dynamics: Loud/ Quiet 

Texture: How many instruments are playing at any one time and how they interact with each other 

Structure: The structure is created from the repetition of ideas and when new ideas are introduced. 

Harmony: The chords used or the space and interrelation of two notes. 

Instrumentation: Which instruments you can hear and what they are doing 

Rhythm: Describing predominant note lengths and specific rhythmic features e.g. syncopation 

Tonality: The key the piece is in e.g. A major, and if it changes key: Modulation 

(We discuss this as using MAD TSHIRT) 

 

http://cotswoldmusicfirst.co.uk/


 

Comparison questions 

Pupils need to be able to compare sections of the same piece of music, such as bars 1 and 2 with 

bars 13 and 14.  

You are able to do comparison with popular music, for example listen to two verses of the same 

song and ask your child to describe what is different in the second verse compared to the first. 

If you wish to help with practicing this with classical or film music you can use IMSLP to find scores 

(for free) for pieces of music and YouTube for the sound (again look for the classical composers 

above) and pick two sections of the score that are similar, for example two section with the same 

melody. Ask them to describe what is the same and what is different in those two passages. 

 

Using the resources in the R drive through the school portal:  

Both of the official published revision guides available for our course have been scanned so you 

can use them. They include tests for each are of the course too. 

Students do have to complete both rhythmic and melodic dictation. This means being able to score 

the pitches or rhythm by listening to the clip of music. We have created a large folder of these in the 

Resources drive: Subjects: Music: Y11WJEC: Revision for aural dictation 

More of these can be found on Youtube too. 

Also in our Resources drive is a theory support book called: Step up to GCSE 

Listening activities for popular and film music are also here. 

 

Our set works 

Students will hear 8 pieces of music in the exam, 6 of which from the aforementioned areas of study 

are ‘unheard’ meaning we do not know in advance of the exam what they will hear. However pupils 

do have two pieces to study in detail that WILL be in the exam. These are: 

 

Eine Kleine Nacht Musik: movement 3 by Mozart, which is question 1 of the exam. 

Since You’ve Been Gone: By Rainbow, which is question 7 of the exam. 

 

There will be great deal of work in their revision booklets on these pieces however pupils need to 

listen to them carefully and be dropped into the piece at random points so they can identify aurally 

where in the structure they are. You can help with this! 

 


