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Welcome... 

Christmas is a time for celebration and giving and also for 

reflection. It is a chance for me to give thanks for the hard work 

and generosity that I see every day around school, from teachers 

and staff, students and volunteers. 

I would like to turn first to the loss we all keenly feel; that of our 

Year 11 student, Grace Reason, who tragically died in November. 

Grace was a pleasure to teach and a truly kind girl. We miss her 

and will always remember her. On 10th December, students and 

staff who knew Grace attended her funeral at Winchcombe. 

Many others baked cakes for after the service. A book of 

memories was opened at school and, in time, will be passed to 

Grace’s family as a token of our respect and friendship. My 

thanks go to all members of our community who offered support. 

I am proud of everyone at school who has pursued the busy and 

productive schedule of the Christmas term with dedication and 

energy. This includes our Year 11 students, who sat their GCSE 

mock examinations, and the staff and families who helped them 

through this challenging time. They put so much thought and care 

into an extraordinary Christmas party for our local senior citizens. 

I hope you have also enjoyed some of our events, such as the 

incredible show, Sister Act, and the PTA’s popular Christmas 

Wreath workshop. You’ll see, in these pages, that staff and 

students have welcomed all sorts of visitors and pursued their 

learning and achievements beyond the call of duty. 

Our PTA volunteers continually support us with creative activities 

and amassed a stunning array of prizes, kindly donated by the 

community, for the Christmas raffle. They raise substantial funds 

to help the school and its students and are always looking for 

new members. The gift they give us, above all, is their time.  

I thank our PTA team, governors, staff and hard-working students 

and hope you enjoy a peaceful time together this Christmas.  

I look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
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Enriching your learning 

Students have engaged with the worlds of politics, engineering and science and 

taken part in practical events to develop their learning in thoughtful, fun and 

exciting challenges.  

Election fever at the hustings 

The Cotswold School’s hustings, held in the days before the 

general election, was an opportunity for young citizens to 

quiz those who sought political power. The debate was 

organised by the Sixth Form team and chaired by Mr 

White. Candidates faced tough questions from a packed 

audience. 

 Year 12 student Ed Parker writes: 

The debate centred around an eclectic range of questions 

sent in by students from Years 9 to 13, covering topics from 

mental health to the nature of party politics. No stone was 

left unturned as four candidates approached each question 

from a unique angle, providing fascinating insight into their 

party lines and contrast to one another. The final question — what is the biggest issue facing our nation today? — brought to 

a head the day’s debate. Labour and Green named the environment, taking the majority of audience support with them. 

Whilst no clear winner emerged, all parties had something to take away from this hustings event. The highest quality of 

debate was brought to every issue, no doubt improving the future of politics in the Cotswolds massively in the process.  

The four speakers were: Alan Mackenzie (Lab), Jon Burns (Con), Sabrina Poole (Green), Liz Webster (Lib Dem). 

Election results 

On election day, 1,279 students and staff  
cast their votes at school. The results were as follows: 

 # % 

Lib Dem 423 33 

Cons 352 28 

Green  224 18 

Labour  182 14 

Spoil 98 8 

Sabrina Torris asked the panel: Should an 

elected MP, who subsequently changes  

parties, automatically face a by-election? 



 5 

 

Learning at Greystones with the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 

Learning outdoors is good for the soul, say our students on the Greystones ‘branching out’ project 

Students from The Cotswold School are taking part in a scheme run by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, to connect with the 
natural environment, learn practical skills and increase engagement at school. The young people are transforming a disused 
and run-down space – the ‘Bull Pen’ – into a wildlife garden that will benefit local wildlife and their community. They are also 
undertaking a range of environmental improvements to create wildlife habitats.  

Here’s what some of our students have said : 

“We get to do fun learning activities using different 

pieces of equipment we haven’t used before”  

“I love working in the fresh air”  

“I really enjoy seeing the cows and being able to build 
things from scratch” 

November/December 2019 

The Bull Pen comes to life. 
Photo credit: Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 

Computer Science: going back to the future  

We found out how studying computing has shaped the careers of two former students and a group of Year 9 girls focused 
on cyber-security at a university workshop. Plus, the computer experts of tomorrow pay a visit to The Cotswold School… 

Ten Year 9 Computer Science students visited the University of the West of England, to 
focus on career opportunities in cyber security. A number of global companies, including 
Nationwide, Lloyds Bank and Dyson set up interactive sessions such as phishing, network 
forensics and cryptography. 

Computer Science students in Year 9 recently welcomed two past students of Mrs 
Bogdiukiewicz. Alex studied Computer Science at university and now manages a group of 
programmers. Tristen talked about investing ‘in your future self’ and said the skills he 
learned at The Cotswold School support him every day in his management of five London 
bakeries. Both believe that the knowledge and skills that they gained by studying ICT and 
Computer Science gave them an advantage over their peers and, at 27, both earn over 
£50,000. 

Mrs Bogdiukiewicz recently ran a workshop for Rissington Primary School children, so they could see what it’s like to study 
Computer Science at secondary school; and in November, Year 7 parents came along to learn about the difference between 
the Computer Science and ICT options available and their relevance in the workplace. 

World Wise Quiz 

DACAAN. ARITRAMEATINUBESED. ITEARRE. These were some of the anagrams 
facing our geographers in the local rounds of the Geographic Associations’ World 
Wise Quiz, hosted by Magdalen College School. 

The questions covered fieldwork, landmarks, word puzzles, Ordnance Survey maps 

and general knowledge. The Cotswold School students racked up the points on the 

night and our junior team won the timed round of general geographic knowledge!  

Mrs Bradley said, “Thank you to Indi Frampton, Miles Taylor and Emma Ramsay, our 

Geography Ambassadors, for giving up their time to coach the students ahead of 

the competition and to Mr Brown for ensuring we didn’t get lost en route.” Answers 

to the anagrams (as well as a longer list) are available from Mrs Bradley. Clue: they 

are names of countries... 

Enriching Your Learning  
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Cotswold Car Challenge 

In November, 30 Year 9 Design and 
Technology students took part in the 
annual car challenge, which is 
supported by luxury car brand Aston 
Martin Lagonda.  

First things first: three Aston Martin 
apprentices arrived in a Limited Edition 
Rapide, which the pupils were invited 
to look around. They were on hand all 
day to advise pupils, who worked in 
small teams. The challenge: to design 
and build mini racing cars, test them 
for strength and stability and then 
prepare them for a series of races 
around an extensive track, to decide 
the overall winners. 

Mr Smith, who led the day, said:  

“All of the teams worked well together 
through planning and manufacture 
with some very innovative car designs 
produced. Racing was competitive and 
mostly fair. In the end the overall 
winner scored the fastest times with 
Team TK1 coming in first. Their prize is 
a VIP tour of the Aston Martin Factory 
at Gaydon. Joining them will be Team 
AML, judged by the apprentices to 
have shown a great amount of 
teamwork throughout the whole day.  

“Well done to all of the pupils!”  

Rotary competitions  

This year, over a hundred budding authors entered the long-running Young 
Writers competition. It was also exciting to see the projects proposed by 
the new Young Environmentalists.  

 Mike Boyes, who judged entries and came to present certificates to the 
winners said,  

“We were very impressed with the overall standard of entries and all who 
took part deserve high praise for their efforts. 

 

Young Writers 

“The theme this year was ‘Connections’ and we were pleased to see some 
very imaginative and distinctive pieces of writing. We commend all entrants 
and we hope that all will take encouragement from this competition and go 
on to develop their own particular styles of writing and story-telling.”  

Seniors    Intermediates 
Winner: Rhiannon Ashby   Winner: Ben Murray  
Highly Commended: Isobel Hall  Second place: Alexa Butterfield, 
     Reuben West  
     Highly commended   
     Joseph Barnard, Alex Etherington,  
     Jocelyn Jeary, Anwen Marshall,  
     Aelspeth Morray, Anna Wilks. 

 
 

Young Environmentalists 

Mr Ellis, who coordinated students’ Young Environmentalists entries, said the 
competition asked students to investigate the problems of environmental 
waste and offer a solution.   

Mike Boyes said, “Those who took part did so with enthusiasm in their own 
time – and that is most encouraging and commendable.” The winner of the 
Senior category looked at air pollution and many of the teams focused on 
issues caused by single-use plastic waste. 

Seniors    Intermediates 
Winner: Rebecca Fulford  Winning team: Lily Nevins,  
     Alice Cashell, Emilia Poole 
     Second: Ruby Williams & Emily Jones 
     Third: Emily O’Brien 
     Highly Commended: Lillie Sandles 
     Commended: Florence Anthony  
 

Enriching Your Learning  
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Performance and Arts 

Whether you sing, act, draw, paint or play an instrument, you’ve played a part 

in the vibrant creative culture around school. Maybe you’ve been inspired by 

artists and performers at other venues, too?  

SISTER ACT - A heavenly performance 

Three nights, three full houses: Sister Act was a triumph!  

The cast, musicians and back-stage crew put on a stunning show, featuring no 
less than 26 songs with live music accompaniment. Celebrating the hours of 
work that the performers put in, Sister Act’s director and Head of Drama,  
Mrs Monk, said: 
 
“It’s a privilege to direct the school production. Not many teachers get such 

an opportunity to get to know their students in a whole new context, pushing 

them to their limits and seeing them grow in confidence. I am so grateful to 

all the parents, families and staff who made so many allowances to help us 

get through the rehearsal process and to the final performance.” 

And what did the audience think? Read some of 
the glowing reviews posted on Facebook: 
 

“Fantastic performance. Well done!” 

“Thoroughly enjoyed tonight’s show.  
Great singing and some fabulous  
laugh-out-loud moments.” 

“Loved it!” 

“It was brilliant!” 
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Experiencing Othello 
university lectures 

English Literature Ambassador, Dougal 

Boston, was among the Year 12 and 13 

students who attended three lectures 

on Othello at the Carrs Lane Centre in 

Birmingham. Dougal said how much he 

appreciated the opportunity the 

department had provided and that it 

was an honour to represent the school: 

“As potential university undergraduates 

this was a very useful and eye-opening 

experience [which provided] a unique 

insight into the influence of the 

Renaissance on the genre of tragedy.” 

There have been more theatre trips 

and workshops this term... 

Young musicians shine at tea-time 

Flute, guitar – and even the harp – featured in our November tea-time 

concert. We had a few pieces played on the piano, too. Mrs Powell, who 

organises the concerts, encouraged young musicians to come along: 

“There were amazing performances by all involved. If you don’t have 

instrumental lessons in school and would like to join one of our tea-time 

concerts, please email musicadmin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk. Our next 

concert is on Tuesday 3rd March.” 

 

Year 11 students saw 
‘An Inspector Calls’ in 

Birmingham 

Performance and Arts 

The Boy in the Dress 

50 Year 8 and Year 9s saw one of the 

first performances of what promises to 

be a major hit, David Walliams’ heart-

warming comedy, ‘The Boy in the 

Dress’, at the RSC in Stratford-Upon-

Avon. 

 

GCSE students went to the 
Barn Theatre in Cirencester 
to see ‘A Christmas Carol’  

Photos by Manuel Harlan. 

Copyright RSC 

mailto:musicadmin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk
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Trips and Excursions 

Geographers made their annual field trip to the stunning Chesil Beach; Design 

& Technology students visited the Design Museum and our artists impressed 

fellow visitors with their courtesy during a trip to Tate Modern. 

Art students make an impression in London  
 

Year 11 Fine Art students enjoyed a visit to Tate Britain 
and Tate Modern 

By Mr Hillier 

Our students saw traditional British and contemporary 
international art in its intended setting and the trip raised 
our students’ aspirations as to what is possible in their 
own art as they approach the conclusion of their GCSE 
coursework. Vibrant research pages have been created 
since this visit.  

 

On twitter, a gallery-goer commented that our group had 
impressed her with their behaviour and conduct! All 
pupils involved in the trip should feel very proud of 
themselves for the enthusiasm they showed, which was 
really appreciated by the Art team. We took part in a 
conceptual group photo that perhaps comments on 
current themes of cyber privacy. We’ll let you decide... 

AS and A Level students immerse themselves in art  

By Miss Jones 

Year 12 and 13 Art students enjoyed a fantastic day out 

in London. Together, we visited the National Gallery in 

Trafalgar Square, a must for all budding Art students, 

where we saw European art from the mid-13th Century  

to 1900, including masterpieces by the Impressionists 

and Rembrandt.  

After lunch and a brief stop at the National Portrait 

Gallery, we had brisk walk along the South Bank, which 

brought us to the Olafur Eliasson exhibition, ‘In Real Life’ 

at Tate Modern. The group’s favourite installation was a 

disorientating long tunnel filled with smoke, which 

obscured your view. As you moved through it, the 

colours changing from white to warm tones. Our tickets 

were kindly funded by Northleach Arts Society. 

Superheroes of science!  

By Mrs Reeves 

A group of Year 8 students attended two interactive presentations at the Christmas Science Lectures, held at Dean Close 

School, Cheltenham. We saw Antonia Forster present ‘Secret Stars of the Space Race’, learning about the thousands of 

‘hidden figures’ behind Neil Armstrong’s ‘one small step’ on the Moon. And Simon Watt’s lecture, ‘Cracking the Code’ was 

inspired by comic-book heroes and villains, exploring ideas of genetics, mutations and DNA.  
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Inspired by Design  

By Mr Smith 

Year 12 and 13 Design and Technology Students went to 

London... not to see the Queen but to The Design Museum 

and The Victoria and Albert Museum. The Design Museum, as 

ever, was an inspirational place. Students were able to study a 

number of products that they have only previously seen in 

text books. 

 

 

 

 

At the vast Victoria and Albert Museum, Product Design and 

Textiles students conducted valuable research: the Mary 

Quant exhibition and the 20th Century Design sections were 

of particular interest. 

Trips and Excursions  

Hardy geographers brave the beach 
By Mrs Bradley 

Another weather warning, another Geography Department field trip. Forty-nine Geography 
AS level students, plus staff, headed off early to the south coast and were met at Chesil 
Beach by Ben and Steph from Leeson House, who were there to guide us through the 
unique geology and processes in the area. 
 
The 18-mile-long barrier beach provided our students with the opportunity to undertake a 
range of data collection including beach profiles, wave counts, sediment size and a thrice-
thwarted attempt at recording long-shore drift (apples bobbing in the waves proved 
popular with the seagulls). After a brief re-fuel of chips and cups of tea, the department 
headed off to practise further fieldwork skills at Durdle Door and Man O'War. As the sun 

set, we walked over to Lulworth 
Cove, taking the opportunity to see 
the range of landforms that the 
Jurassic coast has to offer.   

A massive ‘thank you’ goes to Mrs Johnstone for 
organising the trip, and to her merry band of 
geography staff and students who remained 
buoyant in spite of the challenging temperatures.   

November/December 2019 
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Welcoming students from other countries  

Our French visitors had a truly English experience 
By Mrs Moss 
 
Nineteen very excited Year 10 and Year 12 students recently 

welcomed their French partners for the first leg of our annual 

French exchange.   

The French visitors got off to a flying start with a high tea at our 

local Small Talk and the ‘Puss in Boots’ panto at Chipping Norton 

theatre.   

At the weekend, families looked after their visitors, going to 

Oxford by train for some ice-skating, college visits and shopping. 

We got together on the Saturday evening, where we shared a 

lovely variety of food and did a quiz. We also drew a raffle and I’m 

delighted to report that £75 was sent to the ‘Sunflowers’ charity.  

When the French students visited The Cotswold School, they 

were amazed at what they saw. They think our pupils are very 

fortunate to have these facilities and hope they appreciate them! 

They also visited Burford Wildlife Park, Warwick Castle, 

Shakespeare’s birthplace and Bath.  

On our London excursion together, we enjoyed the view from 

the top of the London Eye, got splashed in the 4D cinema, learnt 

interesting facts about London during our river cruise and coach 

tour, and finished with a visit to the Natural History Museum.  

Goodbyes were emotional as always, but we are very much looking forward to going over to Lannion in Brittany in February 

to see our friends again, to improve our linguistic skills and live the French life.  

I truly hope that this arrangement will continue to flourish. A special thanks to the families who came forward to host.  

 

Striking up friendships, from Cádiz to the Cotswolds  
By Jazz Gabriel and Tom Price 

We welcomed 23 Spanish exchange students all the way from 

Cádiz in Southern Spain to stay in our family homes in England for 

a week. We went on two trips  together – the first to Stratford-

upon-Avon and Warwick Castle and the other to Cheltenham and 

Hollywood Bowl.  

We enjoyed going to Stratford and Warwick Castle the most, as we 

all got to know each other really well and talked about our 

different lives in England and Spain. We were mostly shocked by 

how well all of our visitors spoke English and how easy it was to 

get on with them. We learned a lot about their different lives in 

Cádiz, and we can’t wait to go there in June! 

Trips and Excursions  
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Your individual achievements 

Students across all year groups have worked hard to reach their goals and put 

themselves forward for new experiences. Here’s a round-up of challenges 

undertaken and the success that’s been achieved. 

Alex hits the target  

Alex Parker’s archery success will take 

him to the open round of the World 

Championships in France in January 2020.  

In July he won the British Outdoor 

championships and world star event held 

at Lilleshall National Sports Centre. He is 

county champion and a member of the 

county team who won the South West 

regional event in September and he was 

on the podium at both the County and 

British Indoor Championships in 

November.  

His highlight of the year? “Being selected 

for the GB Junior development squad, 

which means training at Lilleshall once a 

month with the best junior compound 

archers in the UK.” 

Should we judge historical figures 
by the morals of today?  

 

That was the question posed at the 

regional heat of the Historical 

Association's Great Debate at the 

University of Bristol. Despite being 

mid-Year 11 mocks, and competing 

against sixth form students, Callum 

Woolley was awarded an impressive 

second place. 

So, what did Callum think? 

“My main argument used the example of Aristotle, who was one of the 

greatest philosophers of all time. However, he was also profoundly 

sexist.  

“I argued that even the greatest of minds are societally conditioned, 

which influences beliefs. As products of our own society, we are just as 

restricted by these forces, and we cannot judge them. The circumstance 

of historical figures’ social upbringing should not invalidate their 

amazing innovations and, in the case of Aristotle, their ethical 

progressions.  

Who’s your ‘unsung hero’? 

Jake Pugsley in Year 13 was inspired to write about a scientist who 

persevered against the odds. He won a national schools’ competition 

against 253 other students! 

Jake entered the Oxford Scientist Writing Competition, which 

encourages Year 11-13 students to think about science outside of the 

classroom, because it gave him an opportunity to delve into a lesser-

known side of science. 

 

He said, “Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin is my ‘unsung hero’. She was the first astrophysicist who 

conjectured that the stars’ elemental composition was primarily hydrogen and helium. Though 

her evidence was strong, her peers baselessly accused her of spurious results. 

“Faced not only with the pressures of the scientific community, but also the sexist views of her 

era, I saw her story as one of devotion and resolve, principles I hoped to honour in my essay.”  

Jake spent a week writing his essay. His prize was a £50 Amazon voucher and his article, entitled ‘Cecilia: The Tale of Two 

Elements’, was published in The Oxford Scientist magazine.  
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Winning illustrations for the Christmas carol concert programmes  

The Art and Music departments held a competition to feature artwork on the programme 

covers for our two Christmas concerts. 

Mrs Hannam said, “There was a phenomenal number of competition entries from Years 7–9 and the quality was 

overwhelming, which made it a difficult task to judge! So many of the entries were beautifully drawn, painted and designed.” 

Merits and other rewards have been given for long-listed and winning designs. Ms Buckley said, “It was a great opportunity 

and we look forward to doing it again next year.” 

Read about the school’s two concerts on page 18. 

Front cover winners: Milly Nunn 8YS (St Lawrence’s Church) and Sophie Finley 9NH (St Edward’s Church) 

Back cover winners: Amy Williams 9EB for Bourton and Sara Pauze 7YF for Cheltenham 

Internal cover: Evangeline Cook 9H for Bourton and Alexa Butterfield 9W  for Cheltenham 

The programmes also featured work by: Eve Johnson 9G, Casper Davies, Zoe Linklater 8XS, Tom Jagger 8YN, Tobi Hunt 8XE 

Daisy Von Speyr 7XG, Arthur Mackintosh 7JE, James Darrow Bland 8LSA, Dylan Hannam 8XE and Faith Gorton 8XW 

Your individual achievements 
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Sporting News 

Hockey, rugby and cross country fixtures have dominated the Autumn’s 

schedule of sport. Well done to the inter-school star players, club individuals 

and all who support our young sportsmen and sportswomen.  

Cross country House winners in trials 

by Amity Thwaites, PE Ambassador 

Runners from all year groups competed at the District 

Cross Country Trials at St Edwards School in Cheltenham.  

The pupils who were chosen to represent the school had 

come top in the recent annual inter-house cross country 

competition. The course at St Edwards was tough, with a 

big hill that competitors had to climb during their run.  

Year 7 girls were the first to run their race, which was a 

total length of 1.8km. Well done to Lauren Jefferies, who 

came 8th; Leila Denne and Lillie Sandles were 15th and 16th 

with all other Cotswold team members doing well in a 

large and competitive race of over 100 runners. Overall 

the Cotswold team were 2nd out of the 10 competing 

schools. The year 7 boys also all ran well but sadly did not 

achieve any placings. 

The Year 8/9 girls had some fabulous results. Maite Capper 

finished 15th closely followed by Ella Gray in 16th helping 

Cotswold finish 3rd overall as a team. The Year 8/9 boys ran 

2.9km and had three individuals in the top 20: Sam Cotton 

(7th), Tom Pennell (11th) and Fin Davies (18th) out of 93 

runners. 

Year 10/11 girls had lots of success. Elsa Thwaites was the 

top placed Cotswold runner (3rd) closely followed by Lottie 

Denne (5th) with Danielle Hadad (15th) and Beth Allen (20th) 

also bringing in places for the school. Cotswold won the 

age group. Max Nichols came 11th out of 74 runners in the 

year 10/11 boys group and was the best placed Cotswold 

member. Overall the boys’ team came fifth.  

Finally, the Year 12/13 girls ran a course of 2.9km with all 

team members – Alex Scrivener, Sophia Bayliss, Amity 

Thwaites and Meg Parry – in the top ten, meaning that 

overall the Cotswold team won the age group. The boys 

also had great results with Toby Fernandez-Pozas finishing 

the highest of any Cotswold runner (2nd) with Ollie Hanks 

in 10th resulting in a team finish of second place.  

Fantastic running – lots of our students qualified for the 

next round in Newent.  

Hockey – Under 12s county 
tournament  
 

The Cotswold 

School makes the 

county final! 

Year 7 girls played 

brilliantly to win 

their pool, beating 

Pates 5-0 in the 

semi-final. They 

were narrowly 

beaten by one 

goal by Balcarras, 

with a score-line 

of 2-1.  

Hockey county selections 

Players from all year groups have been selected by 

Gloucestershire Hockey – an incredible achievement! 

 

U14 Boys 
Jonty Friend   

U14 Girls 
Maite Capper 

 
U15 Boys   

James Hoole-Jackson   
Joe Lorman 
U15 Girls 

Freya Gilbert 
 

U16/17 Boys 
Edward Craske 
U16/17 Girls 

Eleonore Gilbert 
Megan Jones 

Maite Capper 
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A new selection for 
Gloucestershire U18s 
 

What’s behind the success of Year 13 

rugby player Tomos Davies, recently 

selected for Gloucestershire Under-18s? 

How did you get into playing rugby? 

Primarily my family: they took me down 

to Cardiff at a young age to watch rugby 

matches and encouraged me to play the 

sport. 

What position do you play and for which 

club? 

I play number 8 for the Stow Colts team. 

What has been your rugby highlight?  

Becoming captain for the 1st XV at school. 

Tell us about your new selection to 

Gloucestershire U18s 

Having played last year in the under 17’s 

set up, this year was a slightly harder 

process, which involved going through 

several trial-based training sessions 

before making the match 23. 

Who is your role model and why?  

Taulupe Faletau is the player I look up to 

the most, due to his success for Wales and 

the Lions as well as the fact that he plays 

number 8, the same position as me. 

What are your ambitions and hopes for 

the future?  

I hope to play university rugby, which will 

help me develop my game to the next 

level as well as playing senior rugby for 

Stow. 

A tennis enthusiast gets to serve his idols 
 
Toby Sellek was delighted to be selected as a ‘ballkid’ for the ATP 
Finals at the O2 Arena in London – he was one of only 24 out of 250 
who made it through to the last stage. 
 
Here, Toby describes the experience: 

“I love playing tennis so when a coach at my tennis club mentioned 

that the ATP and FEDEX were running a competition to find ballkids for 

the ATP finals in November I was keen to apply. I had to answer online 

questions about why I wanted to be a ballkid and confirm that I know 

how the scoring system and tie breaks work.  

“A few months later 

I heard I was invited 

to a selection day at 

The Royal Berkshire 

club. Two hundred 

and fifty kids were 

trialled on that day 

in June for only 24 

places. We did 

various drills and 

practised rolling balls, all whilst being watched by the coaches. Four 

days later I received an email to confirm that I had been selected – I 

was so happy! 

“In October half term I spent a week in Southampton with the other 23 

kids that had been chosen.  We trained for eight hours a day every day. 

It was exhausting but really good fun. 

“On Saturday 9th November – the day 

before the finals started – we arrived in 

London and met the six international 

ballkids who had also been selected.  We 

went to the O2 for the first time to get 

familiarised with the arena and get our kit 

fitted. While we were there Roger Federer, 

who had been practising, popped over to 

say hi and wish us luck! 

“The following week was amazing. I was on 

court for some incredible matches, including Federer v Djokovic, and 

Nadal’s comeback from 5-1 down in the 3rd set against Medvdev.  I was 

incredibly lucky to be on court for the last set of the singles final, so I 

was there when Stefanos Tsitsipas received the Champion’s trophy.  

“The players were all really nice to the ballkids, I got lots of autographs 

and even got to play with Michael Venus’s racket on the practice court. 

It was just the best week ever, one which I will never forget.” 

Toby with Rafa Nadal 

Sporting News 
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November/December 2019 

HOCKEY RESULTS 

 

Date Year Opposition Venue Result Score Star Player 

04/11/19 8b Pates Home Won 9-3 Tabitha Bramwell 

05/11/19 7a Chosen Hill Home Won 10-2   

05/11/19 7b Chosen Hill Home Won 9-0 Isla Backhouse 

12/11/19 9 Pates Home Drew 0-0 Lauren Jefferies/ Jasmine Shaw 

12/11/19 10 Burford Away Won 2-1 Fern O’Brien 

13/11/19 8a Cokethorpe Home Won 4-3   

13/11/19 8b Cokethorpe Home Won 7-0   

20/11/19 7a Cokethorpe Home Won 8-0 Ruby Atkins 

27/11/19 7 County Tournament Away Won   Lauren Jefferies 

28/11/19 10 Chipping Campden Home Won 3-2 Freya Gilbert/ Lauren Jefferies/ Maite Capper 

RUGBY RESULTS 

 

Date Year Opposition Venue Result Score Star Player 

05/11/19 9 C. Campden Away Won 62-0   

05/11/19 8 Kingham Hill Home Won 8-3 Tobi Hunt/ Will Adams 

05/11/19 7 Balcarras Tournament Away Drew   Acer Tarrant 

07/11/19 10 BGN Away Won 25-0 Olly Allport/ James Franklin 

13/11/19 7a Holmleigh Park Home Won 10-2 Ben Mustoe 

13/11/19 7b Holmleigh Park Home Won 4-1 Jesse Howell 

19/11/19 7 Tewkesbury Home Won 8-0 Wilf Witham 

26/11/19 9 Holmleigh Park Away Won 67-5 Olly Allport 

HOUSE CROSS-COUNTRY RESULTS Winter Term 2019 

Year 7 Boys 
1st Toby Pennell, 2nd Noah Jackson, 3rd Archie Francis 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 7 Girls 
1st Lauren Jefferies, 2nd Tilly Sellek, 3rd, Leila Denne 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 8 Boys 
1st Tom Pennell, 2nd Jake Eccles, 3rd Fin Holland-Bird 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 8 Girls 
1st Millie Swait, 2nd Ella Gray, 3rd Annabella Williams 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 9 Boys 
1st Sam Cotton, 2nd Cameron Tyler, 3rd Fin Davies 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 9 Girls 
1st Maite Capper, 2nd Olivia McMorries, 3rd Sophie Finley 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 10 Boys 
1st Joe Zamir, Luke Wilkinson, 3rd Will Hutchinson 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 10 Girls 
1st Lauren Jefferies, 2nd Tilly Sellek, 3rd, Leila Denne 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 11 Boys 
1st Max Nicholls, 2nd Fraser Lovat, 3rd Joe Newton-Grain 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year 11 Girls 
1st Heidi Mundinano, 2nd Marsha-May Townsend, 3rd Alice Cannon 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Overall Winners:  1st Apollo 2nd Poseidon 3rd Zeus 4th Artemis 

Sporting News 
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November/December 2019 

Remembrance Day  

Following the annual tradition, The Cotswold School students and staff 

gathered together at 11 am on the 11th November to remember in silence 

those affected by war and conflict.   

Over 1400 pupils and staff assembled outside on a bright and windy 

morning. Tilly Bonner played ‘The Last Post’ and Year 12 History students 

read the names of men listed on the Bourton War Memorial. 

Our Head Boy and Head Girl, along with many other pupils, also attended the 

Bourton village memorial service.  

A great start to our 
Green Campaign! 
 

The Green Day initiative 

raised an amazing £800 and 

students in the Green Group 

are now planning how this 

will be spent, including 

planting trees on the school 

site.  

We’re encouraging all at 

school to use the two yellow 

bins in the school courtyard 

for waste crisp packets and 

confectionery wrappers only. 

These are then sent to the 

Terracycling collection point 

in Stow on the Wold.  

Sixth Form Information Evening 
By Mr White, Head of Sixth Form 
 
Having postponed our Sixth Form Information Evening due to the ‘floody’ weather, we held this event on 10th December.   

A packed School Hall of Year 11 students, parents and guardians heard from me, Mr Morgan and three Year 13 students: 

Lucy Jones, who previously studied at Shipston High School; our Head Boy Ethan Waller; and Head Girl Kate Edgerton (who 

presented her excellent speech via video, because she was in Cambridge for her university interview that day). 

Thank you to our team of 90 Year 12 and 13 subject ambassadors and teachers who made this event so successful. There was 

a real buzz of excitement about all the great options on offer. As well as finding out about the excellent teaching, facilities, 

pastoral support, extra-curricular opportunities and exam results at our Sixth Form, our visitors also learnt about our wide 

range of courses and the post-16 options process.  

If you’re interested in joining us, please visit the Sixth Form section of our school website for an application form and further 

information. We’d love to hear from you. 

School News 

Maths to blow your 
mind! 

The Mathematics department 

successfully ran the Senior 

Maths challenge, a national 

competition for students in 

Years 12 and 13.  Our favourite 

question is copied here. Any 

student, parent, or guardian 

who'd like to answer is welcome 

to send their solution to Mr Dee: 

jdee@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

Wartime  
experiences 

A former prisoner of war, Mr David Cook, 

came to talk to students about his years 

spent in a Japanese prison.  

Mr Cook explained that he was incarcerated 

with his family, having been caught by 

German boats whilst fleeing to India.  

According to Mrs Wahlen, Head of History, 

“Students heard about how he grew up in 

the camp from the age of four months until 

his release as a four-year-old child. They also 

learnt about the incredibly strict and brutal 

regime enforced on inmates. We hope to 

welcome Mr Cook back in the New Year.” 

mailto:jdee@thecotswoldschool.co.uk
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November/December 2019 

A festive time! 

Christmas at The Cotswold School means showing friendship in all sorts of 
ways: making charity donations, Secret Santa book swaps, singing carols 
together and hosting the ever-popular senior citizens’ party.  

Carols and readings at the 
church of St Lawrence  

Our Bourton on the Water concert was 
led by pupils from the lower school 
 

Welcomed by Ms Buckley, Head of Music, 
the audience, readers, choirs, individual 
singers and ensembles came together for 
an event where our younger students 
were the stars.  

 

The Cotswold School Orchestra opened 
with three beautiful carols and soloist Orla 
McMahon was joined by the congregation 
for Once in Royal David’s City. Readings 
were given by Ethan Waller, Sophie 
Pomeroy, Leila Denne and Mr Morgan; 
Maite Capper sang a solo and Emily 
Hancock and Tilly Bonner also performed. 
Well done to the harp players, wind 
group, guitar trio and school choir and to 
the congregation for their hearty singing. 
 
Generous donations from the event were 
split between the church fund and the 
Midlands Air Ambulance, a charity chosen 
by the Reason family. 

A White Christmas at our senior citizens’ party 

Year 11 students treated guests to music, afternoon tea and a raffle. 

Well done to Year 11, who planned the party and created a ‘Winter 
Wonderland’ in the Hall. GCSE Catering students made afternoon tea 
and carols were sung by the school choir. 

Mr Jones, Head of Year 11, said, “Every year we are amazed at the 
generosity of the local businesses and families who kindly donate gifts 
and prizes for the raffle. We do not charge guests and so are 
completely reliant on contributions. Thank you!” 

St Edward’s in Stow hosted the upper school  

An evening of beautiful music to celebrate Christmas 

In the setting of St Edward’s Church, there were solo performances 
by Rhiannon Ashby (harp), Sally Cannon (flute) and Oli White (guitar) 
as well as the voice of Mimi Roberts. Well done to all performers and 
readers, including the Year 12 A Capella group and the Chamber 
Choir. The Cystic Fibrosis Trust was a beneficiary of ticket sales. 
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November/December 2019 

Christmas readers 

Around 60 books were exchanged in 
the Christmas book swap, stacked up 
in the library, waiting for the elves to 
distribute them! If you’re a lucky 
recipient, enjoy your book over the 
Christmas break. (If it happens to be a 
library book, don’t forget to bring it 
back in the New Year!) 

House Christmas Market raises £1,197! 

Students had fun visiting each other’s stalls, whilst raising money for 
CLIC Sargent and the Midlands Air Ambulance. It’s an amazing total! 

Creative ideas for stalls included popcorn-making, print-your-own 
wrapping paper, Christmas selfie-station, sprout roulette, ‘gross’ lucky 
dip, Gingerbread-man decorating, tombola and ‘guess the teacher’. 

           

Sixth Form Winter Ball  

Mr White, Head of Sixth Form, said, “Well done to all 
the students who razzled and dazzled at the Winter 
Ball – you all looked fantastic and were impeccable 
company – we hope you enjoyed it! Particular thanks 
to Rosie Moser, Ethan Waller and the head student 
team for organising it.”  

Giving to Gambian schools  

This year’s shoebox appeal: 207 boxes donated 

Ms Buckley said, “Thank you so much to everyone who 
donated towards this year’s appeal for the Erenjang schools 
in the Gambia. The charity was overwhelmed by your 
generosity, which also included two large bags of clothing 
and two big boxes of paper and stationery for the schools.”  

Food donations exceed 300kg 

We have been celebrating ‘reverse advent’ and thinking 
about others 

Mrs Holland coordinated the collections for the North 
Cotswold Foodbank and Cheltenham Open Door. Many 
members of our school community have also helped by 
making deliveries.  

Mrs Holland said,  

“Thank you for being so generous, this is an enormous 
amount. There are just so many lovely people out there 
willing to help others.” 

A festive time! 
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PTA News: Christmas raffle total raised: £5,132 

Want to help or find out more? Email pta@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

The PTA volunteers continue to raise funds for all the students at The Cotswold School.  
 

Between November 2018 and October 2019, we raised £17,126.36 for our students. 
What did we agree to fund? 

 

Activities for World Book Day; Speech Day; School Counsellor; Relax Kids Programme; Activities Week; 
Christian Union; 6th Form Brain Day; MPL Licence; Duke of Edinburgh Award Licence and display boards; 
large whiteboards; Maths and MFL subscriptions; a 3D printer; workshops in Sociology, Drama and 
Poetry; lots of sports equipment; foreign language dictionaries; videos and guest speakers. 
 
 

From November to Christmas 2019 we supported events to raise the following sums: 

Sister Act Bar & Raffle 
Three consecutive nights of bar and 
raffle sales raised £900 
 
Thank you to Ali Grant, Chris Bowen, 
Lynne Hayward, Sally Whitley, Rebecca 
Aird, Deborah Triff and Bernadette 
Finmore for all your help.  
 
Thank you to Bourton Leisure Centre; 
Essence Hair; The Croft; The Coop; The 
Bakery on the Water; The Cotswold Farm 
Park; Batsford Arboretum; Sound 
Relaxation by Pauline McCrann; and Aldi 
in Moreton in Marsh for donating the 
raffle prizes. 

The Christmas Wreath Workshop 
We raised a phenomenal £1,850 
 
Huge thanks go to everyone who bought tickets and all those 
who helped, including setting up and clearing up. There were 
some stunning wreaths and we hope their owners are very 
proud!  
 
A special THANK YOU to Lisa Farley and Josie Turner for 
organising and leading the event and to Mark Phipp and 
family, Alison Murray Designs, Laura Burton and Terri Collett 
and many others for donating foliage and feathers. 
 
Thank you to Church Farm Little Rissington; Essence Hair; 
The Bakery on the Water; Candy Cox Beauty; Sound 
Relaxation by Pauline McCrann; Aldi in Moreton in Marsh; 
The Kilkenny Inn and The Cotswold Distillery for donating 
raffle prizes. 

PTA Christmas Raffle 
Thank you to all parents and guardians who bought 
our annual PTA Christmas Raffle tickets. We have 
raised the amazing amount of £5,132! 
 
Thank you to Drew’s Drivers, Everyone Active, The Croft 
Restaurant, Essence Hair and Dean Tyres of Bourton-on-the-
Water; Raj Mahal Restaurant and Spa on the Square of 
Moreton in Marsh; Stratford Race Course; The Slaughter 
Manor House; Sheila Price School of Dance; Wick Hill House 
Hotel & Spa and Fir Farm Lower Swell for donating prizes. 
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Want to help or find out more? Email pta@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

PTA News: next meeting 29 January at 7 pm 

PTA events to look forward to in 2020 

Quiz Night 2020 
Friday 20th March, in the school hall 
 

Make teams of six and pay £6 per person 
to include sandwiches and snacks. There’s 
a bar and a raffle on the night. 
 
Could you or your businesses sponsor our 
quiz rounds? Please get in touch if you’d 
like to be a sponsor. 

 

Chastleton cakes and teas 
Self-raising success! 
 

After raising a tasty £5000 in 2019 by serving cakes, tea 
and coffee at St Mary’s Chastleton, we’re planning to 
run this again from March 2020.  
 
We will be looking for adult volunteers from all year 
groups to help. In the meantime, we would like to thank 
every person who donated their amazing cakes and 
enthusiasm! 

Why not become part of the team?  
We need more people to join us, bring new fundraising ideas or simply to help during events. 
Every parent and staff member of The Cotswold School is automatically a member of the PTA. 
You can contact us at pta@thecotswoldschool.co.uk. 
 
Our next meeting is at 7 pm on 29th January in the school library. Everyone is welcome!  
 

Season’s Greetings from 
The Cotswold School PTA 

Shop online and the school receives a donation 
 

If you shop online, please sign up to Easyfundraising and Amazon Smile. It’s easy and it’s 
free – the retailer donates to us with every purchase and at no cost to you! Please select 
‘The Cotswold School PTA’ as the charity you wish to support. 

mailto:pta@thecotswoldschool.co.uk
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Governors’ News  

by Fran Hudson, Clerk to Governors 

Many meetings in October focused on discussing exam results and approving the final school development 

plan, which is always amended at this time of year post results.  
 

We also reviewed policies: Each school policy has a shelf life of between one and three years, so there is a 

carousel of policy reviews throughout the year which keeps them up to date and legally compliant. 
 

In December, governors approved the school accounts, prepared by Mrs Tye, our Chief Financial Officer, and 

audited by external accountants. The accounts will be on the website if you would like to take a look 

yourselves.  
 

Governors have also been busy attending the Careers Fair and various school events, as well as their regular 

committee meetings, where they are monitoring the plans for our latest building project and we thank them 

for the part they will play in its planning and construction. Governors attended two parents’ evenings and have 

gathered feedback on pupil wellbeing from parents. They feel that this has been very useful and the research is 

set to continue.  
 

It is important for the Governing Body to have as wide a range of specialist knowledge as possible so we are 

delighted to welcome Dr Gina Hadley as a co-opted governor. Gina, a former pupil and head girl, is now a highly 

qualified doctor. As wellbeing for pupils and staff is very much on everybody’s radar nowadays, her specialist 

knowledge will be invaluable. She has already advised on our newest policy, on Wellbeing. 
 

Finally, on behalf of the governors, I send you all good wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

November/December 2019 

Outstanding progress at GCSE 

A celebration to recognise our students’ hard work 

Many of last year’s Year 11 students overcame difficulties and dug deep to 

achieve success in their GCSEs. Their teachers, along with governors and senior 

staff, held an awards event to congratulate these students on their diligence and 

hard work, which led to their outstanding progress. 
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School House Totals 

5299 

5690 

6046 

5774 

 

January 2020 

February & March 

 

Diary dates... 
The Cotswold School 
 

Principal: Mr Will Morgan 

 

The Avenue, Bourton on the Water 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL54 2BD 

 

Website: https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/ 

Telephone: 01451 820554 
 

admin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

marketing@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

The Cotswold School 

Wishing you 

a Merry Christmas and  

a Happy New Year! 

6th Back to school 

9th Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

13th Year 13 Mock examinations start 

15th Year 13 Mud Run 

29th Year 11 and Year 13 photographs 

29th PTA meeting, school library, 7 pm 

30th Year 9 Parents’ Evening (Y-Half) 

  

  

6th Feb Year 9 Parents’ Evening (X-Half) 

14-22 Feb Ski trip to Austria 

14-20 Feb Sixth Form trip to New York 

17-22 Feb Half term 

3rd March Tea-time concert 

11th March Year 9 Options Evening 

20th March Annual Quiz, school hall 

25th March Year 12/13 Invited Parents 


