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A message from Mr Morgan, 
Principal  
 

“In these difficult times, we are all doing 
our best to keep our families safe and  
protect others. Thank you for all your 
support as we spend the coming weeks in 
very different and challenging learning 
circumstances.” 

 

This ‘end of term’ looks decidedly different from our 

usual final Friday (as does this issue of The Cotswold 

School News).  

Since the school closed on 20th March to all but 

children of key workers and essential staff, due to the 

coronavirus outbreak, we have been working in a  

new structure and reacting to the events unfolding 

around us.  

National health and our collective safety are the 

priorities; and helping families to protect their 

wellbeing in these challenging times is now a far 

greater element in our duty of care to our students. 

Those students are doing their best – as are their 

families – to keep their friendships going, to deal with 

anxieties and restrictions and to remain healthy in 

mind and body. We have set home-learning tasks, 

because we hope that remaining in touch with aspects 

of the usual school routine is a reassurance when so 

much around them is uncertain. 

Please don’t put yourselves or your children under 

undue pressure about the school work, but do contact 

school if you need further support with learning, have 

safeguarding concerns or worries about mental 

health. Some links at the bottom of the page may also 

be of help.

 

The role of Governors during school closure

We are in exceptional circumstances. Nevertheless, governors still have a duty to monitor how schools are handling 

this crisis. While schools are closed, governors will focus on the monitoring of: 

Safeguarding – are all pupils safe, especially those who are more vulnerable than others, and are the new methods 

for learning/teaching online compatible with normal safeguarding expectations? 

Health and safety – are measures in place to protect the health and safety of those staff and children in school?  

Headteacher and staff wellbeing – is the leadership ensuring that staff have adapted successfully to the new way of 

working from home and is support in place for anyone who needs it?  

Teaching and learning – is the work being set appropriate in quality and quantity and does it take into account the 

varying needs of pupils at home?   

Mr Morgan and Chair of Governors, Mr Parker, speak regularly on the phone. Senior leaders and our chairs of 

committees hold video conferences so that governors can hear for themselves what measures are in place. The 

future is uncharted territory but we’re very grateful that our governors can support the school through this  

difficult time.

 

Government guidance for protecting mental health 

For any safeguarding concern email safeguarding@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
mailto:safeguarding@thecotswoldschool.co.uk


Trips and visits 
 

Visitors to the school enrich learning, and so do opportunities to explore and visit places 
of international importance 
 

 
 

Illustrating World Book Day  

To mark World Book Day on 5th March, Year 7 English 

classes welcomed author-illustrator Dave Shelton, 

creator of detective duo, Good Dog, Bad Dog, and the 

children’s mystery story, Thirteen Chairs. 

 

 

 

 

Dave spoke about how he started his career in 

drawing and became an author. He encouraged Year 

7s to get drawing the leading characters of a cartoon 

story they would like to publish. The results were 

inventive – including Broccoli Boy and Caroline the 

Vampire Slayer! Dave enjoyed challenging students to 

draw at speed with him, such as a dog and a hamster 

in 10 seconds!  

He tweeted that he was impressed with the creativity 

and imagination of The Cotswold School students! 

 

 

 

 



A bite of The Big Apple 

Heading for New York in half term, 39 sixth form 

students and five members of staff took in many of 

the impressive sites of ‘The Big Apple’, from culture to 

architecture (and possibly a few well known  

stores, too).  

 

 

They went to the 86th floor observatory of the Empire 

State Building; took the ferry to see the iconic Statue 

of Liberty; ate in Little Italy; dipped into Central Park; 

absorbed the culture at the Museum of Modern Art 

and Metropolitan Museum of Art; and admired the 

impressive design of the Guggenheim Museum. 

 

They also visited the 9/11 memorial and museum, which they found moving and thought-provoking, and saw the 

stunning musical Wicked at the Gershwin Theatre. Mr Thomas said, “The trip was a fantastic success. Thank you  

to all the students and staff, who made it so immensely memorable.” 

 

  
 

  



Liberation of Bergen-Belsen, 75th Anniversary 
 
Meg Parry and Lizzie Joyce (Year 12) were among 

students who took part in a UK schools project called 

Belsen 75, to mark 75 years since the liberation of the 

former Nazi concentration camp by British Forces.  

Accompanied by Miss Morgan, this involved seminars 

organised by the UCL Institute of Education to learn 

about the site and a visit to the site in February, with 

material to educate future generations about  

the Holocaust. 

 

 

 

 

Freedom on the slopes 

In February, a group of students from Years 8 to 10 

visited Mayrhofen, Austria, for a week on the 

slopes. They all made amazing progress and were 

pushed to their limits by some fantastic instructors 

throughout the week. Some even conquered the 

infamous Harakiri, the steepest piste in Austria. 

 

 

Learning about cancer 

 

As part of the Personal, Social, Health and Economic 

education (PSHE) programme for Sixth Form, two 

people with experience of cancer came to talk to our 

students to explain how to protect their health; 

separate facts from myths; and access support around 

a cancer diagnosis.  

The speakers were Chanelle Jones from Coppafeel, 

the breast cancer awareness charity; and Ben Hughes, 

who discovered he had testicular cancer. He was 

successfully treated and made a TV documentary 

about it with his brother, Chris. 

Photo shows Chanelle Jones with Miss Franklin  

 

 

 

 

 



Your challenges and achievements 

Pursuing their passions for sport, media and creativity helps our students to aim high and 
build confidence  
 

 
 

Izzy climbs to the top 

Izzy Howard (Year 10) started climbing at Northleach 

climbing wall when she was six years old. She then 

began climbing outdoors in the holidays and is now a 

competitive climber. 

How often do you train? 

I train three times a week at Oxford Brookes 

University climbing wall and attend competitions at 

weekends during the competition season. 

What physical and mental skills does it require? 

Climbing is a bit like a puzzle. You have to route-read 

the climb beforehand and then trust that your 

physical training can get you through the problem. 

You have to be quite strong mentally to overcome a 

natural fear of falling.  

I do stamina and endurance exercises, a personalised 

daily plan from my coach including weights, stretches 

and regular visits to the gym. I use a fingerboard at 

home to strengthen my fingers. 

Tell us about the achievements you’ve recently had 

This year, I competed in the West Midlands Youth 

climbing series and came second in my category 

(female competitors aged 17 and under). I also 

competed in a national competition organised by the 

BMC (British Mountaineering Council). It was cut short 

by the coronavirus outbreak but was really good fun. 

 

What are your climbing ambitions? 

I would like my climbing to take me around the  

world and would like to try sea cliff soloing  

(climbing without ropes over the sea!). 

 

Silver medal swimmer 

Well done to Joseph Barnard in Year 7, who recently 

qualified for and swam in the 2020 Oxfordshire North 

Bucks County Swimming Championships, held in 

Aylesbury. 

He achieved a silver medal for the 200m Freestyle and 

multiple finalist medals for Freestyle, Backstroke and 

Individual Medleys. 

  



 

 

Freddie is a mini-champion 

Freddie Keighley’s love of horses and racing led him to 

enter a competition to become a racing presenter.  

‘ITV Racing’s Mini Me’s’ features five lucky ‘mini-

presenters’ aged between eight and 15. The shows 

were filmed at Cheltenham Racecourse earlier  

this year.  

Freddie (Year 7) teamed up with the lead presenter, 

Ed Chamberlin and opened each of the programmes, 

which are available to watch on YouTube.   

On the final day of filming, Keighley Racing’s horse, 

Back on the Lash – who happens to be Freddie’s 

favourite – won, too!  

 

‘Words of Unity’ poetry competition runner-up 

Mrs Holland encouraged students to enter a national poetry competition, in which people aged 11 to 18 wrote about 
what unity means to them. The competition was run by Global Acts of Unity. Mike Haines, who leads the 
organisation, said there were many outstanding poems and that judging them had been a ‘wonderful experience’. 
 
One of the best out of thousands of entries was by a Cotswold School student. The writer, who chooses to remain 
anonymous, agreed to publish the poem here.  

 

Unity 

Tiny U is the assault you don’t talk about, 
Or your spots breaking out 
And even Australia’s drought. 
It’s the fibres of a rope, 
Wrapping around your neck and taking hope. 
Tiny U is inmates hugging on Death Row, 
It’s blood seeping but not stopping the flow 
It’s the lawyer too late to exonerate 
And being bullied about your weight. 

Unity is the baby breastfeeding 
And the believers self-seeking. 
Unity is the chat you had with your neighbour 
And finding out the jury is against hard labor. 
It’s the tears rolling but someone wipes them from 
your cheeks, 
It’s being bullied but the quiet one speaks. 

Unity is koalas sharing their water  
And Death Row inmates being freed from slaughter, 
Before finding out that they have a daughter. 
Unity is speaking to someone, turning tears into   
words, 
It’s looking through the depression that’s turned into 
a rope and seeing the bees and the birds. 
 

 

It’s cutting the rope and climbing down from the tree, 
Kissing your girlfriend and getting down on one knee. 
Unity isn’t about holding hands or close contact, 
It’s about smiling and stuffing the invisible social 
contract. 
It’s making memories and not caring whose photo was 
better. 
It’s crying from laughter and writing a love letter.  

Unity is whatever you want it to be. 

Unity is whatever you need it to be. 

 



Fundraising 
 

The income from events run by our PTA, sponsorship from businesses, donations from 

families and initiatives such as summer car parking, raise valuable funds each year 

 
 

Easyfundraising and amazon smile can make the difference 

Due to the coronavirus outbreak, all our fundraising events are on hold indefinitely and the school faces a substantial 

loss to its projected income.  

Please select The Cotswold School PTA as your charity when you shop online. It won’t cost you anything but can 

help build up school resources. 

• Go to easyfundraising.com and amazon smile 

• Follow simple instructions to register  

• Select The Cotswold School PTA as your charity 

• ...and they do the rest each time you shop. 

The more we use these sites when shopping online, the more we can do to make up the shortfall in funds. Click:  

 

 

        

 

 

 

We raised over £20,000 thanks to your generosity 

Another chance to thank all those who donated before 31st March, raising £10,451. This enabled us to access a 

further £10,000, match-funded by a generous school supporter. Thank you – together we raised over £20,000. 

Running for sport relief 

During a week of fun sporting events, the school raised £688.55 towards the incredible total of over £40 million. Well 

done and thank you to all those students and staff who took part and all of you who donated money. 

 

              

 

 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile_desktop_uk&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3D%252Fgp%252Fsite-directory%253Fie%253DUTF8%2526pldnCmp%253Ddls%2526pldnCrt%253Dudl%2526pldnSite%253D1%2526ref%253Dnav_em_ajax_fail%26ref_%3Dsmi_se_mit_dls_smi_0
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile_desktop_uk&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3D%252Fgp%252Fsite-directory%253Fie%253DUTF8%2526pldnCmp%253Ddls%2526pldnCrt%253Dudl%2526pldnSite%253D1%2526ref%253Dnav_em_ajax_fail%26ref_%3Dsmi_se_mit_dls_smi_0


Your future careers 
 

We welcome people to come and talk about their work, so students can find out more 
about the career paths open to them 
 

 
 

From aviation to artificial intelligence, bee-keeping and green energy 

In a relatively short space of time, we learned from experts about careers in aviation, radio journalism, sustainable 

energy and artificial intelligence, coordinated by Mr White, Head of Sixth Form, who is also our careers leader. The 

talks were open to all and held during lunchtimes. 

Forty students from all year-groups heard from Vicky Gould from Aeros Flight Training and her colleague, Kim, from 

the charity fly2help who talked about careers in aviation – from flying to engineering – and how to plan your path in 

this industry. We also heard from Chris Bogdiukiewicz from Graphcore in Bristol, about careers in the artificial 

intelligence sector. 

 

What other careers presentations took place in March? 

 

 

Radio Gloucestershire presenter Mark Cummings 

shared his insights into a career in radio journalism 

and involved the audience in some interactive 

reporting. 

 
The founder of a green energy company, Simon 

Taylor, discussed the challenges and opportunities of 

the sector, taking some insightful questions from 

students who want to make ‘green’ career choices. 

 
Isabella Turner (Year 10) put some great questions 

about developing her jewelry business to local 

entrepreneur Martin Edwards, who ran a session on 

how to set up and run your own company. 

 

http://www.fly2help.org/


Performance 
 

Celebrating all those who have dedicated time to developing their musical, dance and  

drama experience 

 
 

A showcase of arts and performance 

Students from drama clubs in Years 7, 8 and 9 took to the floor to entertain parents, friends and carers, performing 

LAMDA exhibition pieces. Children in the dance club run by Maria Blundell-Palethorpe (Years 7-10) were also 

involved. It was a great exhibition of dance routines and drama sketches. 

       

Drumming groups aid research 

We have taken part in a research project into the 

benefits of drumming with Hartpury University, Kings 

College and the Clem Burke drumming project. This 

involves small groups of students, each at a drum kit, 

learning new techniques and skills. 

 

Commended at the Chipping Norton festival 

Albertine Wheeler (Year 12) earned a ‘Commended’  

at the Chipping Norton Music Festival in March and 

was joint winner in her class! She played ‘Off to the 

Nelson’ from James Rae’s Southwold Sonatina on  

her clarinet.  

Tea-Time concert hits the right note 

This term’s tea-time concert was a chance for our 

young musicians to play to an audience, who joined us 

after school, preparing pieces and working as soloists 

or groups. Mairin Smith (Year 12) introduced the 

performers and said, 

“I enjoyed hosting the concert. We had performances 

on the piano, harp, clarinet, violin and even a band. 

Everyone was incredible and I thoroughly enjoyed 

listening to them all.” 

The pieces included Katherine Gibbons on the violin 

playing ‘The Boy Paganini’ by Edward Mollenhauer 

and Brodie Young, Eric Becket, Archie Moss and Dylan 

Glockling, who played Seven Nation Army. 

 

 



Home-based learning 
 

Since the closure of schools across the UK, we have been following the timetable on  
Show My Homework and picking up new ideas to enrich learning and have fun.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Follow us on facebook and twitter 
 

For any safeguarding concerns, email safeguarding@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 
Visit our website page for more information on coronavirus and school closure 

 
 
 
 
 

The Cotswold School 
 Principal: Mr Will Morgan 

  

The Avenue, Bourton on the Water 

Gloucestershire, GL54 2BD 

Website: https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/ 

Telephone: 01451 820554 

 

admin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

marketing@thecotswoldschool.co.uk

 

Making the most of home learning 

Explore our wall of ideas to enrich your home learning and try new things. It’s got links  

to Lego challenges, virtual museum tours, exercise programmes, writing competitions, 

engineering ideas and much more. You can also use it to display some of the work you  

have done, such as photos of your artwork. 

If you have ideas for links to share on this board, go to 

https://padlet.com/CotswoldSchool/homelearning and upload.  

Mr Edwards monitors the board and will add more ideas over time,  

so keep coming back to check. 

https://www.facebook.com/TheCotswoldSchool/
https://twitter.com/Cotswold_School
mailto:safeguarding@thecotswoldschool.co.uk
https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/coronavirus-news/
https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/
https://padlet.com/CotswoldSchool/homelearning


And finally...  
Rainbow art, by Cotswold School families. Have a peaceful Easter. 
 

 

      

         

                   

 


