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End of Year Review 2019/20 

A Year in Review 

Mr Morgan looks back over an  
extraordinary year.  

This has truly been a time in which everyone has faced some 

of their greatest challenges.  

 

At The Cotswold School, it has also been a time when I can honestly say 

that I have seen the very best of people.  

Among the staff, this was evident in the flexibility, the care and the 

talent they have shown.  

Our school parents and carers have been so supportive – many have had 

to become teachers overnight.  

Most importantly, we’ve seen the best in our students, who have shown 

independence, perseverance and resilience. Qualities that are as important as any examination 

certificate you will receive.  

It is for these reasons and many more that I am hopeful that this generation can be stronger than any we 

have seen before. 

To our GCSE and A-Level students – you must have equal pride in your achievements as others before 

you. Every single one of your grades will be based on your achievements over 12 and 14 years of 

education respectively.  

I know many were disappointed not to have had the opportunity to sit the examinations (I also know 

many of you weren’t) and I feel for all who missed out on the glorious summer that comes after 

examinations. I do hope, whether you are going off to university or entering training or employment, 

that life can return to normal as quickly as possible. 

For all students who missed a celebration because exams were cancelled, we still have plans to mark 

your achievements. Watch this space. 

We should remember that our academic year was in full flow until the coronavirus came along. We saw 

so much activity, creativity, competition, achievement and ambition between September and March. We 

chronicled all this in our termly newsletters, which you can read here.  

https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/newsletter/


End of Year Review 2019/20 

Our departments, before and after lockdown, have been exceptional. 
The radical change to operations also showed how they – and our 

students – could flourish, despite adversity.  

got out and about as much as they ever do. English Literature students attended a day 

in Birmingham studying Shakespeare; including Othello and the significance of the famous handkerchief 

– an item so important in today’s society!  

Students in the lower school enjoyed workshops 

with Spoz the Poet and illustrator/writer Dave 

Sheldon, creating some inspiring work of their own. 

In December, we donned our best Christmas 

jumpers to watch Scrooge on his journey of 

repentance in A Christmas Carol. Then, in February, 

GCSE students took to the stage and had a fabulous 

time exploring the key themes and ideas in Blood 

Brothers.  

KS4 students from The Cotswold School took part in 

the annual ESU public speaking competition. Sam 

Stephens, Callum Woolley and Nathan Marshall 

from Year 11 progressed to the second round, with 

an impressive speech entitled: 'Education policy 

should be set by experts, not politicians'. A concept 

we can all get behind! The Sixth Form Debating Club 

(Nicole Hagen-Hilltout and Ed Parker) got through 

to the 3rd round of the Oxford Mace debate 

competition. 

Top/Middle:  
Spoz the Poet 
Middle:  
Dave Sheldon 
Botton Left: 
Ed Parker 
Bottom Right: 
Blood Brothers 

English  



enjoyed another great year. Their success is achieved through 

outstanding and diverse approaches to teaching that make the Maths block such an inspirational place 

to visit on my daily walk around school. Mr Thomas and his team have an unbreakable belief that every 

child can thrive and achieve in Maths.  

Mr Dee ran the various Maths Challenges for Years 7 to 13. Tori Kennedy and Hannah Friend made it 

through to the Intermediate Kangaroo and Alec Jenkins, Jake Pugsley, Anna Hall and Mike Clare got to 

the Senior Kangaroo, where they performed admirably.   

Thankfully Mr Dee has more ability in Maths than he 

does in choosing cars – most of them rival Del Boy’s 

three-wheeler. Unfortunately, on the day of the Maths 

challenge, his car decided it didn’t want to work. This 

resulted in the team frantically trying to unpick locks in 

his highly secure exam cupboard, only to discover he’d 

arrived at school and the challenge papers were 

already being handed out by the exams team! Mr Dee 

has since replaced his car six times!  

Farewell to Mrs Amanda Yates, who leaves us this year, 

and a thank you for her work as part of the 

department.  

Mathematics 
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Top Left: Hannah Friend 
Top Right: Tori Kennedy 

Bottom: Mrs Yates 
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I’m told the biggest disappointment in the Science department this year was that the 

lockdown began the night of the PTA quiz, so they could not beat the English department and win for a 

third year in a row……However, it does mean, like Wales and the Six Nations Championship, they are the 

reigning champions for another year!  

Three wonderful department babies have arrived this year – this should give everyone confidence in the 

department’s teaching of Biology.  

Mrs Madgwick (pictured right) has retired after 35 

years – the only remaining teacher to have taught in 

Bourton Vale School. She has always promoted the use 

of data in the classroom, mainly to explain her 

Gloucestershire tennis rankings or her cycling mileage! 

We thank her for her commitment to the school and 

wish her a long, healthy and happy retirement. 

Science is more important than ever to help fight 

Covid-19 and I know schemes of work have been 

developed during the lockdown to incorporate this 

and engage and inform our pupils.  

Science 
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understands the importance of innovation through 

these testing times. In the Cotswold Car Challenge, students worked on a design and prototype for a 

vehicle to navigate a track. Aston Martin ran the event and students in the fastest team, plus others 

who demonstrated excellent collaboration skills, will be treated to a visit to the Aston Martin factory. 

Before lockdown, Year 12 Joint Product Design and Textiles 

subjects took a trip to the V&A and Design Museums in 

London to get inspiration for their studies. A cross-curricular 

linked trip to New York (just in time) allowed students to take 

in both the cultural and design wonders of this great city. 

There has been a continuation of the changes in the D&T  

KS3 curriculum this year. New projects have 

been introduced and these have proved to be very popular. 

Pupils in Year 9 were again asked to opt for the 

specific material areas that they are most interested in, 

allowing them to ‘specialize’ ready for GCSE.  

We now have new work benches and soldering stations to 

improve the teaching and learning for all pupils; and we have 

taken delivery of a new 3D Printer to improve our computer-

aided design and manufacture (CAD/CAM) facilities.  

So many activities by our students (and staff) have inspired us. 

These include Miss Franklin, who came into school to sew 

scrubs; and Lottie Oliver and Sophie Pomeroy, who were 

among the many who got busy making headbands and scrubs-

bags for NHS doctors and nurses – we had quite a production 

line going in the end! Read more about it here! 

The department also bids a fond farewell to Mrs Gummery, to 

whom we wish a long, happy and healthy retirement. 

 

Top: Lottie Oliver 
Bottom: Mrs Gummery 

 
 

Design & Technology 

https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/lotties-laundry-bags-top-150/
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In Fine Art, paintings by Thea Pett and Arthur Bowen were 

selected from 14,000+ national entries by a panel of Royal 

Academy Judges. What an achievement. The portraits are for 

exhibition in both the online and on-site exhibitions of 

the Royal Academy Young Artists Summer Show 2020. The 

show went live online on July 12th and you can see their work 

here.  

You can also vote for them by title— ‘Just Niamh’ and ‘Luca’ — 

the winners get art supplies for their school. 

 

I’m sad that we had to miss our annual Art exhibition this year 

and look forward to this highlight in 2021. 

 

However, Years 7, 8 and 9 showed great dedication as they 

worked at home on art projects, such as depicting minibeasts, 

photomontage and street art. Click here to visit their online 

year-group exhibitions, which were organised by Mrs Hannam 

and show some wonderful creativity. 

 

Well done to Jemima in Year 9, whose artwork is on the front 

cover of this newsletter. 

Art & Design 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/2020
https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/a-virtual-art-exhibition/
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Earlier in the academic year, Economics pupils attended careers talks from a 

range of speakers talking about their first-hand experience. This included an online webinar from Nobel 

Memorial Prize winner Paul Krugman as well as Cheltenham Science Festival talks on sustainable 

growth. During the Covid-19 crisis the department has discussed and debated current affairs through 

their online Microsoft Teams lessons. 

Economics 

In September, the Business department welcomed a new 

member of staff, Miss Kirk, who has quickly become a valued 

member of the team. Incidentally, Miss Kirk is getting married 

over the summer holidays and will return in September as Mrs 

Fawsitt – our congratulations!  

The Year 12 Cambridge Technical students have worked with 

the leisure centre to provide real life context for one of their 

coursework units. In November the department was lucky 

enough to have Rebecca Ross, an experienced food buyer, 

come into school to give a fascinating talk about opportunities 

in the food industry in buying, retailing and manufacturing.  

In February, we enjoyed a visit from Robert Hunt, former 

Chairman of Veolia UK, and part of a multinational company, 

who gave a really interesting insight into finance and accounts.  

Business Studies 

Above: Mrs Fawsitt 

A series of careers talks, 

including on aviation, green energy, setting 

up your own business and journalism, picked 

up pace in the weeks before lockdown. They 

were attended by students from all year-

groups.  

Careers 

Right: BBC Radio 

Gloucestershire presenter,  

Mark Cummings 
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The Modern Foreign Languages department completed the French exchange in November 

and February but sadly had to cancel most of the annual trips. 

The Spanish and German exchange students hosted for the first leg of the exchanges in November and 

October, and we are hoping to be able to organise the return legs at some point in the future.  

Miss Jones has had a fantastic year in the department covering a maternity leave. We've loved working 

with her, will really miss her and wish her the best for the future.  

MFL 

Philosophy, Beliefs and Ethics have kept up their exceptional standards throughout this 

pandemic, none more so than Mrs Holland, who attended all staff zoom meeting in a shirt and bow tie – 

maintaining standards at all times.  

PBE 

Meanwhile, Year 13 Sociology students visited Gloucester Crown Court and sat in on live trials. This was 

to support their understanding of the Crime & Deviance unit.  

Sociology 

welcomed the return of 

Dr Guy Sutton of the University of Nottingham, 

who gave an evening lecture on the Criminal Brain 

and then ran a 'Brain Day' masterclass for students, 

looking at the physical and chemical components 

of the human brain and how it impacts on our 

behaviour. Not for the faint-hearted, but with 

excellent engagement from his audience, he also 

talked students through the dissection of a sheep’s 

brain. 

Psychology 

Right: Dr Guy Sutton 
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Year 7 enjoyed the annual History trip to Goodrich Castle. Over 200 pupils set off for 

the joys of a fine medieval castle and Mr Edwards’ special ghost story (as all respectable castles have a 

ghost)!  

Meanwhile, Mr Hughes-Jones and Miss Morgan took a bus load of sixth form historians to the University 

of Bristol to experience a lecture on 'Reckoning with the Past: Stalin and Stalinism in Putin's Russia' 

where they had a real experience of university life. 

The winter term was crowned by the achievements of Callum Woolley, who represented the Cotswold 

School at the Historical Association's Great Debate regional heat, held at the University of Bristol. The 

judges awarded him 2nd place out of a field of 12 and praised his speech for its articulacy.  

The highly topical question was ‘Should we judge historical figures by the morals of today?’ Callum gave 

an impassioned argument that we should not, citing the example of Aristotle. He did especially well, 

considering the debate fell during his Year 11 mocks and the students from the other schools were all 

6th formers.   

In January, we were also privileged to welcome Dr Miranda Kaufmann, author of Black Tudors, to speak 

to sixth form historians and English Literature students. The talk was also open to Year 10s and Year 11s. 

Illustrating three case studies from her award-winning book, students learned about aspects of Tudor 

life and challenged their thinking and assumptions about this period. 

Our past always gives us an insight into the future – who would have thought that the study of 

pandemics in the ‘Health and the People’ module would become so topical? 

History 

Left: Dr Miranda Kaufmann 
Right: Callum Woolley 
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Coronavirus restrictions have had a significant impact on Geography field 

trips. However, they did take Year 11 to Dawlish to look at coastal landforms and coastal defences; 

visited Chesil Beach, Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door with Year 12 - investigating coastal features, 

sampling techniques and the management of a World Heritage coastline. The department has also 

appointed two new brilliant NQTs (who both trained with us).  

Mrs Holmes and Mrs Gleed have both returned, after 

having engaged in some practical population increase 

studies!  

We also wish Mr Walker well for his new job in 

Swindon – a fantastic teacher and Duke of Edinburgh 

Awards leader. 

 

Right: Mr Walker 
Below: Chesil Beach  

Geography 
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ICT and Computer Science enjoyed taking a group of enthusiastic Year 9 girls to the University of the 

West of England to investigate careers in IT and cybersecurity through a broad range of workshops and 

activities. The students, Mr Lord and Mrs B had a wonderful day experimenting with some of the latest 

technology.  

The department also welcomed visitors to promote opportunities in IT, including the University of 

Gloucestershire, National Centre of Cybersecurity and South West Police Regional Crime Unit.   

ICT & Computer Science 

In Drama, the year started with 'Sister Act'. The cast gave us a glimpse of their amazing show at Open 

Evening and were raring to go on opening night, just over a month later.  

The production was outstanding, with a cast led by Mairin Smyth as Deloris Van Cartier. The cast, crew 

and band worked together brilliantly to produce three sold-out nights of stunning performances. 

In the autumn term, we took several theatre trips out for our exam classes, as well as a KS3 trip to 'The 

Lion King' and ‘The Boy in the Dress’. We can't wait for theatres to reopen so that we can get back to 

experiencing the magic and thrill of live theatre. 

Year 10 Drama students performed their annual Christmas showcase with moving performances from 

their set text ‘DNA’, as well as extracts from ‘Game Over’ and plays connected to WWI and WWII. Some 

students were giving their first ever public performances. 

 

Drama 
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In February, we had our first Drama and Dance showcase in the fabulous new gym, a chance to enjoy 

the creative talent amongst our lower school performers in particular. 

In the same month, GCSE, AS and A Level students 

completed their practical exams. We are so glad that 

these performances were all held before school closed, 

particularly for our Year 13 students who showed how 

much progress they've made during their time at The 

Cotswold School. 

We say a fond farewell to Mrs Monk. She moves on to 

pastures new but we thank her for her incredible 

teaching, spectacular productions and very shiny shoes 

– she will be missed. The Drama department, taken on 

by Mrs Dowie, is in a very strong position because of 

her work. 

In Music, Miss Thomas has put together our digital mini-concert series, including Virtual Cadence, which 

has been very popular. These talented performances – posted on our website and facebook – really 

show the breadth of talent we are harbouring in our homes and school.  

Further applause (for bravery, in some cases) to our staff, for taking part in the video of ‘Lean On Me’. 

We had so many wonderful responses to this ‘song for our students’ – a huge thank you to Ms Buckley 

for putting this together during lockdown.  

Music 

Above: Mrs Monk 

Right: Ms Buckley 

https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/cadence-2020-a-virtual-celebration/
https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/lean-on-me-a-song-for-our-students/
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We invited Pete Woollard, Assistant 

Musical Director from Wicked in the West 

End, to provide two days of workshops for 

our students. He was blown away by the 

pupils’ ability to listen to feedback and the 

overall quality of the musicians he worked 

with. We were in awe of his knowledge and 

boundless energy and enthusiasm. We look 

forward to bringing you more performance 

next year, whether in real life or as a part of 

an online concert series. 

The PE department have clearly inspired a generation of sports men and women. Throughout lockdown 

we’ve been hearing stories of athletic prowess, from Marathon man Freddie Marsden to aqua man 

George Phillips Holt and his bungee swimming, not to forget Ella Gray playing badminton, gymnastics, 

table tennis, and running, to name but a few of her sports. Thank you to Miss Elvin (pictured) for 

producing her fun ‘netball network’ video to cheer us all up at the height of lockdown. 

Farewell to Miss Miller who, in a short period of time, has made a big impact on sport at The Cotswold 

School. She heads back ‘home’ to the north of England where we wish her well in her new school. 

PE 

Above: Pete Woollard 

https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/netball-brings-us-together/
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Virtual House Sports Day 

 

Year 7 Leandros Krasopoulos Zeus 98pts 

Year 8 Cally Bentick-Hall Zeus 80pts 

Year 9 Toby Harris Apollo 109pts 

Year 10 Jacob Custard Zeus 72pts 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Overall 
Total 

Apollo 297 347 371 40 1055 

Artemis 261 300 223 78 862 

Poseidon 611 192 230 34 1067 

Zeus 351 189 228 148 916 
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Meet our Head Students  

 

Bethan Powell and Gabriel Ogden have been elected as our Head Girl and Head Boy, along with 

deputies Lucy Pomeroy and Ed Parker. All four students are in Year 13 for the academic year 2020-2021. 

Well done to all of them! 

Bethan Powell 

Gabriel Ogden 

 

“I am looking forward to listening and fronting the views 

and suggestions of the student body and genuinely trying 

to offer as much support to everyone across the school as I 

possibly can.  

“I aim to kick off with a few external speakers for the Sixth 

Form, focusing on life after school and mental wellbeing.  I 

also intend to have a good look at simple ways to make our 

school more environmentally friendly for current and 

future pupils and teachers.” 

 

“My overall aim is to ensure all students enjoy their 

experience at The Cotswold School. I am excited to begin 

working with the school council and the head student team 

to make beneficial changes to the school, hoping to make 

the environment an even better place than it already is.  

“During my time I will be promoting charity events within 

school as I feel it is a great way not only to generate money 

for the school community, but also to get pupils working 

together and communicating as a team.” 
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Summer car parking 
 

The Cotswold School allows paid parking on our field during the 

summer holidays. It eases the burden on the village and raises funds 

for our school. 

Last year, thanks to summer parking supported by parent volunteers, 

we raised £25,000 – money that benefits every student’s education.  

Could you give us half a day or more to supervise parking? Email 

mtye@thecotswoldschool.co.uk with your availability for any 

weekend over the summer holidays. The sooner we can start the 

better!  

 

Second-hand uniform 
 
If you have outgrown your uniform and it is still in good condition, 

please donate it to the school for families who want to buy second-

hand items. 

If you’re looking for second-hand blazers and other uniform items, 

email admin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk  

 

School text books 
 
Calling Year 11 and Year 13 students: Do you have any school text 
books at home? 
 
Please bring them to the main school entrance and leave on the 

trolley in the foyer area, which will be open throughout the summer 

holidays. 

By returning these text books, you’ll be helping us to save much-

needed money and supporting the education of our current Year 10’s. 

mailto:mtye@thecotswoldschool.co.uk
mailto:admin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk


  Our Chair of Governors, Mr Andrew Parker, wrote to all 

parents and carers in June, explaining the role that governors have played in monitoring our 

management of the virus crisis over the last few months.  

As a senior leadership team, we would like to record our thanks to the governors for the hard work and 

time that they have invested in support of the school. 

Mr Morgan and Mr Parker have discussed on a weekly basis, facilitating communication and updates 

between them. The Board itself has met several times on Zoom, giving all governors the opportunity to 

monitor the measures that had been planned, not only in respect of how we delivered remote learning 

for all, simultaneously managing safeguarding and wellbeing, but also how we were planning to reopen 

the school safely for various year groups. This latter aspect involved a hugely complex and detailed risk 

assessment, which the governors approved having studied it in great detail. They were happy that 

everything possible was being done to support pupil and staff wellbeing and safety.  

As we move on to the next stage, which will involve significant planning to reopen safely for all years in 

September, we have already penciled in a further Zoom meeting in the holidays so that governors  

remain aware of what it all entails. The risk assessment will be reviewed and updated where necessary 

and put forward for further monitoring.  

Although governor visits to school have of necessity been curtailed, it has been business as usual in 

other respects. The School Evaluation Form and School Development Plan have been discussed and 

approved and various policies that were up for renewal have been reviewed.  Committees have 

continued to meet, discussing amongst other things the proposed new-build during the next academic 

year, school finances and feedback from the recent student/parent/staff questionnaires. 

Thank you to all our governors who give of their time voluntarily to support us throughout the year. This 

has been especially appreciated in these unusual and uncertain times as we navigate the way forward in 

the new academic year. 

 

Fran Hudson 

Clerk to Governors  

Governors’ News 
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Latest School News... 

Check out the news stories on our website  
 https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/latest-news/  

https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/latest-news/
https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/latest-news/
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This year we say goodbye to Assistant Principal, Mrs Hudson.  She 
started on the first day of The Cotswold School in 1988... 

Fran Hudson’s contribution to making The Cotswold School what it is today cannot be underestimated.  

A teacher of languages, leader of trips, organisational mastermind, governors’ support and, most  

recently, wellbeing guru, she has also been a valued moral compass during highs and lows.  

When I became Headteacher in 2011, she 

made it easy for me to focus on what I 

needed to – teaching, learning and staff 

development – because I knew there was 

someone I could trust, tell me straight 

when I got things wrong (and right) and 

keep the daily operations of the school 

running smoothly. 

I wish Fran a wonderful retirement, enjoy-

ing time with her husband, David, and 

with children Becky and James; the tennis 

club; and family and friends.  

My final thoughts and prayers this year are still for Grace Reason and her mother and those close to 

them. Many lives will never be the same following the tragic event that took them from us in November.  

I am thinking also of others in our community who have lost loved ones over this period.  

For most of us, life will regain normality but for some in our Cotswold family this is not the case. To you I 

give my heartfelt sympathies. I hope that the happy memories you have will sustain you and give you the 

strength to live the lives that your loved ones would want you to lead. 

I wish everyone a restful summer and thank you, as ever, for your support. 

Mr Will Morgan, 
Principal 



Diary Dates 
Contacts 

SEPTEMBER 
1st   Staff Inset Day (school closed to students) 
2nd  Staff Inset Day / Year 7 Induction Day 
3rd  Whole school returns 
 

OCTOBER 
7th  Open Day 
22nd Staff Inset Day (school closed to students) 
23rd  Staff Inset Day (school closed to students) 
26-30th October Half Term 
 

NOVEMBER 
27th  Staff Inset Day (school closed to students) 
 

DECEMBER 
18th  End of Term 

CONTACT US 

PRINCIPAL: Mr Will Morgan 

WEBSITE:  https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/   PHONE: 01451 820554 

ADDRESS: The Avenue, Bourton-on-the-Water,  EMAIL:   admin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

             Gloucestershire, GL54 2B                     marketing@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

FACEBOOK 
@TheCotswoldSchool 

TWITTER 
@Cotswold_School 

https://cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TheCotswoldSchool/
https://twitter.com/Cotswold_School

