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PROVISION FOR HIGHLY ABLE STUDENTS
Nurturing Intellectual Curiosity



Every year a significant and growing number of  
Cotswold School students achieve exceptional 
examination results. Many of  our students gain A* and 
A grades across the board at both A level and GCSE 
(where the top grades are now grades 7-9). Equally 
pleasing are the outstanding destinations of  our 
students: Oxford, Cambridge and other Russell Group 
universities; and the most sought-after higher level / 
degree apprenticeships. 

In addition to the outstanding academic success of  our 
students, each year we have students who excel in the 
spheres of  music, theatre, sport and in the creative arts.

The purpose of  this booklet is to give you a flavour 
of  the provision on offer for highly able students at 
The Cotswold School. As you will see, this starts with 
exciting challenges and events from day one for our 
Key Stage 3 students and builds, throughout the 
school, to include a wealth of  regional and national 
competitions, wonderful local and international trips, 
and sessions designed specifically to nurture our highly 
able students’ intellectual curiosity and their individual 
interests. This is all underpinned by high quality, 
specialist teaching in lessons every day.

At The Cotswold School we aim to provide the best 
education for all of  our students. Highly able students 
thrive here.

Will Morgan
Principal



Stretch & Challenge in and beyond 
the classroom
The Cotswold School provides a broad but challenging, traditional curriculum. All 
subjects are taught by well-qualified specialists, including Oxford and Cambridge 
graduates in the English, Science, History and Modern Foreign Languages departments 
and Russell Group graduates in every department. Consistent excellence of teaching 
creates the foundation for our students’ outstanding learning and achievement.

All students from Year 7 are placed in sets or bands based on prior attainment. There 
are regular setting reviews. Fast–tracking takes place in subject areas such as Modern 
Foreign Languages, for example for bilingual students or those who have previously 
been educated abroad. Departments also run masterclasses and specialist workshops 
throughout the year. 

Each classroom is a ‘thinking classroom’ and we encourage all learners to aim high and 
keep improving upon their previous best. We encourage critical and creative thinking. 
Nurturing students’ intrinsic motivation is key. Independent learners are frequently put 
‘in the learning pit’ to work with intensity and resilience to find solutions to challenging 
problems. Teachers ask intriguing questions, demand depth of  knowledge and stretch 
students to achieve well in the classroom and beyond. 

The school is a member of  NACE, the National Association for Able Children in 
Education. This allows us to access subject-specific resources for highly able students, 
as well as collaborate with other schools on ‘Stretch and Challenge’ initiatives. 

Homework consolidates and extends students’ learning, but all departments also set 
optional ‘opportunity’ homeworks, which highly able students often choose to undertake 
to give themselves an interesting additional challenge. Half-termly our librarian produces 
a ‘Learning Opportunities Newsletter’, highlighting local and national events and 
competitions to encourage students to take their learning even further.



The Mini EPQ
In the Sixth Form many of  our students complete an EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) – giving 
them an opportunity for in-depth research into a topic that particularly interests them. This gives them 
valuable skills, as well as a qualification which attracts UCAS points. 

We have taken this format into Year 8, where students can choose to undertake a ‘mini EPQ’. The aim 
of  this programme is for students to select and work around a topic whilst developing essential skills, 
including:

• Planning and managing a project 
• Research techniques
• Problem-solving and decision making
• Presentation and communication skills

Over the four years that we have been offering this opportunity, over 100 students have chosen to 
participate, producing some exceptional projects, culminating in a very enjoyable annual presentation 
evening.

Some recent Year 8 mini EPQ titles include:

2016
• How Titanic Shocked the World
•  A Century of  Conflict (a 

fictional writing on the One 
Hundred Years’ War)

•  The Evolution of  Law, Pre and 
Post Internet Age 

•  An Investigation into Quantum 
Computing 

2017
•  Marketing – How they hook 

you
•  The History of  Intellectual 

Property
•  The Science behind Dreaming 

and Lucid Dreaming
• The Physics of  Rollercoasters

2018
•  The Economic History of  

Computer Games
•  Why I want to be a Particle 

Physicist
•  The Difference in 

Architecture over time
•  Stephen Hawking: 

Be curious 

“The mini EPQ was a great opportunity for me to do an extended piece of work which pushed me 
beyond what I thought I was capable of. I chose to write a book in Elvish, inspired by Tolkien’s 

Lord of the Rings.” Jake Pugsley



Peer Coaching
Academic research highlights the benefits of  peer support:  

‘Peer tutoring includes a range of approaches in which learners work in pairs or 
small groups to provide each other with explicit teaching support. In cross-age 
tutoring, an older learner takes the tutoring role and is paired with a younger 
tutee or tutees.’ Education Endowment Foundation

At The Cotswold School we thoroughly recommend that our highly able 
students participate in our peer coaching scheme. The student receives 
in-house training and can then coach a younger student. This has an 
academic focus with the aim of  increasing confidence and ultimately 
performance. Our Year 12 students coach Year 10 students and our Year 
10s coach Year 8s. Peer coaching not only benefits the student receiving 
the coaching; explaining concepts to others often deepens one’s own 
grasp of  key ideas and cements one’s own learning. It is also fantastic to 
include on university applications!

Some comments from students who have taken part in our peer coaching 
scheme:

“ Thank you, this has given me interesting experiences I would otherwise not 
have had”

“Seeing someone else improve is very rewarding”

“Knowing more than the normal lessons is great”

“I’ve become much more confident”



Tutorials
For all students, each day starts with engaging activities with their tutor. This often 
takes the form of  debates about topical or ethical issues. Examples of  such thought-
provoking discussions include:

• Solutions to the problem of  plastic pollution in the oceans
• The science behind sleep and its health benefits
• What is art?
• The problems caused by inequality

Inter-House quizzes often take place in tutorial time on themes such as: cultural people 
and places, European Day of  Languages and the Monthly Numeracy Quiz.

Highly able students are offered an additional programme led by our Stretch and 
Challenge coordinator.  Some of  the focus areas are:

• How to activate a growth mindset
• ‘Philosophy for Children’ (P4C)
• ‘Building Learning Power’ – Resourcefulness, Resilience, Reflection and Reciprocity 
• ‘Personal, Learning and Thinking Skills’ (PLTS)
• Global thinker and social justice debates
•  Q&A sessions with staff  and former Cotswold students who have studied at top 

universities



STEM
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics form a group of  subjects which are often 
particularly enjoyed by highly able students. At The Cotswold School we offer a rich range of  
exciting opportunities in these fields.

In Key Stage 3, students can join STEM Club, where they employ their creative thinking and design 
skills in open-ended tasks. In recent months they have made sparklers, methane bubbles and a 
giant catapult! The cannon fire demonstration was amongst the most memorable activities.

Year 9 students qualified for the Lockheed Martin Engineering Challenge by building a robot which 
had to navigate a route with obstacles and raise a flag up a tower!

Our students also benefit from a range of  visiting speakers and special themed days, such as, 
for Key Stage 5 students, ‘Brain Day’ with Dr Guy Sutton - where they observe a sheep’s brain 
dissection and inspect various brain structures in their own (gloved!) hands – and ‘Spectroscopy 
in a suitcase’, where they use specialist equipment under the guidance of  Oxford University 
academics.

We run many STEM trips, such as to:

•  Bath and Oxford Universities to use the 
high-tech laboratories and apparatus (e.g. to 
make paracetamol)

• Cheltenham Science lectures
•  The Big Bang Fair at the National Exhibition 

Centre in Birmingham
•  ‘We the Curious’ and the 3D planetarium in 

Bristol
•  The Culham Centre for Fusion Energy in 

Oxfordshire
•  CERN in Geneva, Switzerland (for Sixth 

Form physicists)

There are also lots of  opportunities to take 
part in competitions, such as:

•  United Kingdom Mathematics Trust 
Challenges and Olympiad

• The Cambridge Chemistry Challenge 
•  The Royal Society of  Biology and Royal 

Society of  Chemistry ‘Olympiads’ 
•  The National Cipher Challenge (which, 

in 2017, was won by one of  our Sixth 
Formers, Alex Barter, out of  over 7000 
entrants)



Enrichment
There are many other cross-curricular, inter-year and inter-school opportunities for 
students to access during their time at The Cotswold School. 

Students have opportunities to develop their leadership skills through becoming 
Subject Ambassadors, School Council Representatives, House Captains, Student 
Librarians and though participating in the Duke of  Edinburgh Award Scheme. There 
are many extra-curricular clubs and societies, for example: Back in Black Jazz 
Band, Orchestra, Debating Society, Cipher & Coding Club and Philosophy Club. 

A wide array of  trips takes place each year, including visits to: The Houses of  
Parliament; Iceland; our exchange schools in Brittany and Bavaria and overseas 
work experience in Madrid; RAF Brize Norton; Cheltenham Jazz, Literature & 
Science Festivals; our partner school in China; Bletchley Park and …

… Lady Margaret Hall, University of Oxford
Our programme of  provision for Highly Able students in Key Stage 4 builds on their 
experiences in Key Stage 3 and offers a day visit to our link college at The University 
of  Oxford – Lady Margaret Hall. Here, our students have an introductory talk, a 
tour of  the college and the opportunity to ask questions to current undergraduates 
(which currently includes a previous Head Boy of  The Cotswold School.) Lunch in 
the college Hall is followed by a rotation of  academic discussion sessions, where 
our students enjoy working in small groups with Oxford academics. Not only do they 
love this challenge, but they also start to appreciate the interdisciplinary or cross-
curricular nature of  learning. They are made to really think and to articulate their 
ideas. 



The Sixth Form
Provision for our highly able Sixth Formers is wide-ranging and includes:

•  The Year 12 ‘Competitive Applications Group’ running fortnightly from January 
onwards. This is aimed at those wishing to go on to Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, 
Dentistry or Veterinary Medicine. The sessions include: visiting speakers in 
relevant fields; critical thinking; building a super-curricular portfolio; a trip to the 
annual Oxbridge conference in Birmingham.

•  The Year 13 Competitive Applications Group builds on Year 12 and continues 
with: choosing courses and colleges; admissions tests; refining and perfecting 
your Personal Statement; submission of  essays (as required). All participants 
are given between two and four mock interviews from a network of  academic 
contacts built up by The Cotswold School over the years.

•  Societies run weekly throughout the academic year: Science Journal Club; 
History & Politics Club; Debating Society.

•  National Competitions e.g. the Christopher Tower Poetry competition; the Lord 
Toulson Law essay prize; the Girton College Humanities Writing prize.

•  Summer Schools: e.g. Headstart Programmes (run by the Engineering 
Development Trust), Smallpeice Trust Programmes (STEM), UNIQ Oxford 
Summer Schools, Sutton Trust Summer Schools.

•  The EPQ – students select their own enquiry question, undertake a substantial 
body of  reading/research, write up their project and evaluate the project process.

•  MOOCs – ‘Massive Online Open Courses’ on a huge range of  topics, from 
Forensic Psychology to Exploring Oceans.

•  There are also plenty of  subject-specific opportunities for our highly able 
students e.g. mock United Nations Climate Change Conference; the biennial 
trip to Berlin and Krakow; annual Language exchanges; debating competitions; 
trips to theatre productions; visits to Art and Design museums; Philosophy 
conferences. 



Careers & Higher Education
At The Cotswold School careers education and guidance is woven throughout 
the daily curriculum and is also delivered through specific activities and off-
timetable days. Sound careers advice and higher education guidance are given 
in groups and on a one-to-one basis to ensure that students are well prepared 
for their life after school. Career days, fairs and links with local businesses 
along with guest speakers from universities, colleges and business partners 
all help our students to make the right choices and ensure they are offered 
the opportunity to arrange some excellent internship and work shadowing 
opportunities. Some of  these links include:

• Lewis Silkin solicitors in London

• Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Trust

•  Dr Gina Hadley (a former Cotswold School Head Girl) – Lecturer in Neurology 
at the University of  Oxford; Registrar at the John Radcliffe Hospital

• Guest speakers from GCHQ

• Lord Tyler and Lord Dear from the world of  politics

• St James’s Place Wealth Management, Cirencester

• Arup Group, Engineering and Design



Outcomes
The enthusiasm and excellent endeavour of  our students and staff, wonderfully supported by parents and 
governors, pay dividends!

•  Our last four Ofsted reports have been ‘Outstanding’ across all areas: Achievement; Behaviour; Quality of  
Teaching; Leadership & Management; The Sixth Form.

•  At GCSE (2017) 36% of  all grades were at A*/A and 58% of  students achieved the EBacc.  Twenty-one of  our 
students achieved at least six A* grades, with nine students achieving eight or more A* grades.

•  At A Level (2017) the proportion of  A*/A grades was well above average with 41% of  all grades awarded at A* or 
A, and 67% of  grades being at A*, A or B.

•  A growing Sixth Form – rising from 200 students in 2007 to 260 in 2017 –  resulting in our new bespoke and 
spacious Sixth Form Centre.

•  50% of  applicants go on to study at Russell Group universities and, over the past three years, thirteen students 
have gone to Cambridge or Oxford University:

Henry Yates, Natural Sciences, Cambridge (2017)
Kyla Bentinck-Hinton, Biochemistry, Oxford (2017)
Joe Salf, Medicine, Oxford (2017)
Sophie Taylor, Geography, Oxford (2017)
Theo Godfrey, Engineering, Oxford (2017)
Adam Ellison, History & Politics, Oxford (2016)

Jossy Munro, French & Spanish, Oxford (2016)
Alice Gee, English, Cambridge (2016)
Alistair Wilson, Natural Sciences, Cambridge (2016)
Ben Darwent, Maths & Philosophy, Oxford (2015)
Anna Gibbons, History, Cambridge (2015)
Pip Cull, French & Russian, Oxford (2015)
Fran Roxburgh, Medicine, Oxford (2015)

•  Four Year 13 students currently hold offers for highly competitive degree courses:

  “Getting an offer to read Natural Sciences at Cambridge feels fantastic. I chose Natural Sciences purely because it 
looked interesting and fun. The offer feels like a guarantee of three years of enjoyment.” Jake Skelton

  “Ever since I started secondary school I knew I wanted to apply to Oxford, so I’m overjoyed with my offer! I’m very excited 
about studying Theology with world class academics.” Ellen Walkingshaw

  “I am still in shock! It has been something I have always dreamed of and never thought I’d achieve.” Rosanna Mutsaars 
has been offered a place at Cambridge to read Classics.

  “I was so happy to receive my offer from UCL, it was such a relief that all my hard work has paid off and now I can’t wait 
to start studying Medicine in September.” Rebecca Hoadley
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The Cotswold School has proven year-on-year that a non-selective secondary comprehensive school can not only compete, but 
out-perform selective and independent schools when it comes to delivering an outstanding, challenging education and helping its 

young people to achieve excellence. 


